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By Mr. Chadwick of Winchester, petition of Nathaniel M. Nichols 
relative to the commitment of persons arrested for non-payment of 
taxes. The Judiciary.

Cöe Commontoealti) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An  A ct relative to the commitment of persons ar
rested FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 34 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first sentence and in-
4 serting in place thereof the following sentence: —  If a
5 tax assessed upon a person remains unpaid for four-
6 teen days after demand therefor, the collector may
7 issue his warrant to the sheriff or his deputies of the
8 county, or the deputy collector of taxes or a constable
9 of the town, wherein the person assessed has his usual

10 place of abode or of business, directing them and each
11 of them to distrain the property or take the body of
12 the person assessed and to proceed as required of
13 collectors in like cases; but a collector of taxes who
14 issues a warrant for the arrest of a person for non-
15 payment of taxes, or the officer to whom he commits
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16 the warrant, may at his discretion, after the service of
17 the warrant, allow such person to go free for a period
18 not exceeding fourteen days after said service, at
19 which time, if said person does not pay his tax with
20 all fees and charges due thereon, including the fee
21 for service of said warrant and travel as provided by
22 section fifteen, said officer shall then arrest the said
23 person on the aforesaid warrant, and commit him to
24 the jail of the county where he makes the arrest or of
25 the county where the town in which the tax is payable
26 lies.


