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At the request of Mr. Telford of Plainville, the petition of The 
Norfolk County League of Sportsmen’s Club, Inc., for the creation 
of a state board of directors in the Division of Fisheries and Game 
and relative to the appointment of an administrative secretary of 
said board, was taken from the files of the preceding annual session. 
State Administration.

Ci)c Commontoealtj) of cpassadjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n A ct  c r e a t in g  a  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  d ir e c t o r s  o f  t h e

DIVISION OF FISHERIES AND GAME AND AN ADMINISTRA

TIVE SECRETARY THEREOF, AND DEFINING THEIR POWERS 

AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Chapter 21 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 1, as
3 amended, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 1. There shall be a department of eon-
6 servation, consisting of a division of forestry, a
7 division of fisheries and game, a division of wildlife
8 research and management, a division of marine
9 fisheries and a division of parks and recreation.

10 Each of said divisions, except the division of fisheries
11 and game, shall be under the charge of a director.
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12 The division of fisheries and game shall be under the
13 charge of a board of directors. The department
14 with the exception of the division of fisheries and
15 game, shall be under the supervision and control
16 of a commissioner of conservation, and the division
17 of fisheries and game shall be under the supervision
18 and control of the board of directors thereof. The
19 directors, other than the board of directors of the
20 division of fisheries and game, shall act as an advisory
21 council to the commissioner.

1 Section 2. Section 3 of said chapter 21, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by adding at
3 the end the following paragraph: —
4 This section shall not apply to the division of
5 fisheries and game.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 21 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 6, as amended, and
3 section 6A, as inserted by section 3 of chapter 599
4 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the
5 eight following sections: —
6 Section 6. The division of fisheries and game shall
7 be under the control of a board of directors, con-
8 sisting of fourteen members, one from each county
9 in the commonwealth, who shall be appointed by

10 the governor, with the advice and consent of the
11 council, and shall not be subject to the supervision
12 or control of the commissioner of conservation.
13 Each member of said board shall be a person qualified
14 by interest and experience in matters pertaining
15 to the propagation and restoration of fish and game,
16 including hunting and fishing, shall have been a
17 resident of the county which he represents for not
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18 less than three years immediately prior to his ap-
19 pointment, and shall have held a license to fish or
20 hunt, or both, in this commonwealth for at least one
21 year prior to such appointment. Each member shall
22 serve for the term of four years and until the qualifi-
23 cation of his successor. Not more than one half of
24 the members of said board shall be members of the
25 same political party. In case of resignation, removal
26 or death of a member of the board, his successor
27 shall be appointed in like manner and with like
28 qualifications, for the balance of the unexpired term.
29 The board shall from time to time elect from its
30 membership a chairman and a clerk.
31 The members of the board shall receive no com-
32 pensation for their services as such but shall be
33 reimbursed for actual and necessary traveling and
34 other expenses and disbursements incurred or made
35 in the discharge of their official duties, such disburse-
36 ments to be made from funds of the division of
37 fisheries and game; provided, that said expenses
38 and disbursements shall not, in any fiscal year,
39 exceed, in the aggregate, the sum of four thousand
40 dollars.
41 The governor may remove a member of the board
42 for inefficiency, neglect of duty or misconduct in
43 office; provided, that a copy of any charges against
44 such member shall be delivered to him not less than
45 ten days prior to the hearing thereof, and the mem-
46 ber shall have an opportunity at such hearing of
47 being publicly heard in person or by counsel as he
48 elects. If any such member shall be removed the
49 governor shall thereupon file in the office of the state
50 secretary a complete statement of all charges made
51 against such member and of the findings thereon,



4 HOUSE —  No. 442. [Jan.

52 together with a complete record of the proceedings
53 thereon.
54 Section 6 A. Meetings of the board shall be held
55 at its office in Boston at least monthly, and at such
56 other times and places within the commonwealth as
57 the board may from time to time provide by rule or
58 regulation. Ten members of the board shall consti-
59 tute a quorum, but a lesser number may adjourn
60 from time to time.
61 Section 6B. All fishing and hunting in state public
62 reservations and parks, whether now or hereafter
63 established, shall be under the jurisdiction and con-
64 trol of the board of directors, in co-operation with
65 the commissioner of conservation.
66 Section 6C. The board of directors shall establish
67 within the division such bureaus and divisions and
68 may authorize the administrative secretary to employ
69 such experts and other employees within the divi-
70 sion, as it may deem necessary for the conduct of the
71 work of the board and the division, and shall fix the
72 the salaries or other compensation of such persons.
73 The board shall authorize such scientific and other
74 studies as it may deem necessary to its work, and
75 shall collect, classify and disseminate such statistics,
76 data and information as in its opinion will tend to
77 promote the objects for which said division is created.
78 Section 6D. There shall be an administrative
79 secretary of the board of directors, who shall be ap-
80 pointed by the board and shall be their chief ad-
81 ministrative officer and shall serve at their pleasure.
82 He shall be fully qualified by demonstrated executive
83 ability and experience to perform the duties of his
84 office and shall have charge of all activities of the
85 division and while holding such office he shall hold no
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86 other public office. Specifically, under the control
87 of the board of directors he shall have charge of,
88 direct and supervise all matters relative to the division
89 and to the employees therein. He shall receive suck
90 compensation, not exceeding six thousand dollars a
91 year as may from time to time be fixed by the board;
92 and he and the other employees of the division shall
93 severally be reimbursed for all necessary traveling
94 expenses, approved by the board, incurred in the dis-
95 charge of their official duties.
96 Section 6E. There shall be in the division a
97 bureau of law enforcement, under the charge of a
98 chief conservation officer. All conservation officers,
99 deputy conservation officers and fish and game ward-

100 ens of the division shall be assigned to duty in said
101 bureau. The board of directors shall enforce chapter
102 one hundred and thirty-one and all other provisions
103 of law relative to inland fisheries, birds and mammal
104 and in the enforcement thereof may act through said
105 bureau. The board of directors shall have general
106 supervision of all such enforcement officers. All
107 such enforcement officers shall be subject to chapter
108 thirty-one and the rules and regulations made there-
109 under. Examinations held for the purpose of quali-
110 fying such enforcement officers shall, in addition to
111 any other subjects, include questions as to knowledge
112 of the fish and game laws of the commonwealth and
113 the duties and responsibilities of conservation officers
114 thereunder.
115 Section 6F. The board shall make an annual re-
116 port, not later than April first of each year, which
117 shall make available to public inspection a detailed
118 report of the activities, revenues and expenditures of
119 the division and of the board.
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120 Section GG. The board of directors, by a two
121 thirds vote of all its members, may make, and may
122 from time to time alter, amend or repeal, rules and
123 regulations governing the operation of the division;
124 provided, that such rules and regulations shall be
125 consistent with all laws in relation to the protection 
120 of fish, birds and quadrupeds; and provided, further,
127 that before any changes are made in such rules or
128 regulations the board shall give due notice thereof '
129 by publication or otherwise at least fourteen days
130 prior to the public hearing hereinafter referred to and
131 shall hold a public hearing thereon at least fourteen
132 days prior to the date upon which such changes
133 become effective.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 21 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 7, as amended, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 7. The board of directors may appoint
5 and remove such experts, conservation officers, and
6 clerical and other assistants as the work of the
7 division may require, and their compensation shall
8 be pa'id by the commonwealth out of the funds of the
9 division of fisheries and game. The board of directors

10 may also appoint deputy conservation officers who
11 shall serve without compensation.
12 Conservation officers and deputy conservation
13 officers may be authorized by the board of directors
14 to exercise the powers and duties of coastal wardens
15 and deputy coastal wardens, and coastal wardenJ
16 and deputy coastal wardens may be so authorized to
17 exercise the powers and duties of conservation
18 officers and deputy conservation officers.
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1 S e c t io n  5. Section 1 of chapter 131 of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended
3 by striking out the definition of “ Director”  and in-
4 serting in place thereof the following: —
5 “ Director” , the board of directors of the division of
6 fisheries and game, —  and by adding at the end the
7 following: —  Wherever in this chapter reference to
8 the director, meaning the board of directors of the
9 division of fisheries and game, is by noun, adjective

10 or verb in the singular, such word shall be deemed to
11 apply to said board of directors.

1 S e c t io n  6. Section 10 of said chapter 131, as ap-
2 pearing in section 2 of chapter 599 of the acts of 1941
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in the seventh
4 line, the words “ and the commissioner” , —  so as to
5 read as follows: — Section 10. An executive or ad-
6 ministrative public official of any state granting
7 similar privileges to such an officer of this common-
8 wealth may hunt any bird or mammal or may fish in
9 any of the inland waters of the commonwealth if he

10 holds a special complimentary certificate entitling
11 him so to do, which certificate the director with the
12 approval of the governor, is hereby authorized to
13 issue, and the holder of such certificate shall have the
14 same rights and privileges and be subject to the same
15 privileges and penalties as if he held a sporting 
Hi license.

1 Section 7. Section 61 of said chapter 131, a» so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 first and second lines, the words “ commissioner of
4 conservation”  and inserting in place thereof the
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5 words: —  board of directors of the division of fish-
6 eries and game in the department of conservation, —
7 so as to read as follows: —  Section 61. A board consist-
8 ing of the board of directors of the division of fisheries
9 and game in the department of conservation, the com-

10 missioner of agriculture and the state ornithologist,
11 acting in person or through their duly authorized
12 agents, may from time to time determine and define
13 the limits of districts within the commonwealth where-
14 in permits to hunt ruffed grouse, as provided in this
15 chapter, may be used. Said board shall serve without
16 compensation and shall not incur any expense on
17 account of the commonwealth. Upon application to
18 the directors, upon blank forms furnished by the
19 division, by the owner or occupant of land in a dis-
20 trict wherein a permit as aforesaid may be used, the
21 directors may grant to him a permit authorizing him,
22 or a member of his family or a person, other than an
23 alien, employed by him, to hunt on such land and,
24 with the consent of the owners, on lands adjacent
25 thereto, during the period between December first
26 and April fifteenth following, any ruffed grouse which
27 he has reasonable cause to believe has damaged or is
28 about to damage any cultivated fruit trees or shrubs.
29 No fee shall be charged for any such permit. The
30 person by whom or under whose direction a ruffed
31 grouse is so hunted shall within twenty-four hours
32 thereafter make a written report to the directors
33 stating the time, place and the number of grouse so
34 killed. Such person shall retain possession of such
35 grouse or the carcasses thereof for a period of five
36 days, within which the directors shall effect the dis-
37 position of the same for scientific purposes. The
38 holder of any permit granted under this section who



1947.] HOUSE — No. 442. 9

39 violates any provision of such permit or of this sec-
40 tion shall forfeit such permit.

1 S e c t io n  8. Except as herein specifically or other-
2 wise provided all laws relating to the collection, carry-
3 ing, transfer, custody or disbursement of funds, ap-
4 propriations and moneys, or relating to any clerical
5 or ministerial act involved in the collecting, carrying,
6 transfer, custody or disbursement of funds appro-
7 priated or made available for the administration of
8 the fish and game laws of the commonwealth, or in
9 the custody or control of the division of fisheries and

10 game or any other office or person connected with
11 said division, or under the jurisdiction of said division
12 are hereby applied to the collecting, carrying, trans-
13 fer, custody and disbursement of said funds when
14 under the control of the. board hereinbefore created.

1 Se c t io n  9. All funds, appropriations and moneys
2 provided for the purposes of administration and en-
3 forcing fish and game laws of this commonwealth,
4 and all funds, appropriations, property and moneys
5 under the control of the division of fisheries and
6 game, or other funds of the commonwealth in the
7 custody or control of any other officer or person con-
8 nected with the office of the division of fisheries and
9 game, or under the supervision of said division, as

10 constituted immediately prior to the effective date
11 of this act, shall be and hereby are transferred, and
12 made available to and placed under the control of
13 the board hereinbefore created. All unexpended
14 balances of the division of fisheries and game in any
15 one year shall be credited by the state treasurer to
16 said division and shall be expended by said board in
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17 such manner as the legislature may direct the follow-
18 ing year.

1 Section 10. Of the members of the board of
2 directors of the division of fisheries and game in the
3 department of conservation first appointed under
4 authority of this act, three shall be appointed for the
5 term of one year, four for the term of two years,
6 three for the term of three years and four for the term
7 of four years.
8 The members of the board first appointed shall,
9 within thirty days after all such members have been

10 appointed, meet and organize by electing from their
11 membership a chairman and a clerk.
12 Of the members first appointed hereunder the
13 directors from Norfolk, Hampden and Bristol coun-
14 ties shall be appointed for terms of one year each, the
15 directors from Middlesex, Hampshire, Essex and
16 Dukes counties shall be appointed for terms of two
17 years each, the directors from Suffolk, Berkshire and
18 Barnstable counties shall be appointed for terms of
19 three years each, and the directors from Worcester,
20 Plymouth, Franklin and Nantucket counties shall
21 be appointed for terms of four years each.

1 Section 11. The office of director of the division
2 of fisheries and game in the department of conserva-
3 tion is hereby abolished but, to the fullest extent
4 possible in accordance with the provisions of this
5 act, the board of directors of said division of fisheries
6 and game appointed under this act shall be in all
7 respects the successors of said director, with the same
8 powers and duties. The present director of the
9 division of fisheries and game shall act as the ad-
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10 ministrative secretary of the board of directors until
11 January first, nineteen hundred and forty-seven.

1 Section 12. Nothing in this act shall be deemed
2 or interpreted to affect in any way the powers or
3 duties, or the seniority or other rights under chapter
4 thirty-one of the General Laws, of any officer or
5 employee of the division of fisheries and game in the
6 department of conservation, except as specifically
7 provided in this act; and, until otherwise provided
8 by the board of directors of said division established
9 by this act, the powers and duties, rights and priv-

10 ileges, of all such officers and employees shall
11 remain as in force immediately prior to said effective
12 date.

1 Section 13. Any of the provisions of this act
2 shall be held invalid or unconstitutional in relation
3 to any of the applications thereof, or other provisions
4 in said sections; and to these ends the provisions
5 of this and the several sections thereof are declared
6 to be severable.




