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By Mr. Collins of Andover (by request), petition of H. Thaxter 
Underwood relative to the exemption from local taxation of property 
owned by the United States and by the Commonwealth. Taxation.
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C i )z  C o m m o n to e a ltf)  o f ^ a s s a c fju s c t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An  A ct  r e l a t iv e  t o  t h e  e x e m p t io n  fro m  l o c a l  t a x a 

t io n  OF PROPERTY OWNED BY THE UNITED STATES AND 

OF PROPERTY OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out clause First,
3 as most recently amended by chapter 47 of the acts
4 of 1938, and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 First, Property owned by the United States so
6 far as the taxation of such property is constitutionally
7 prohibited, provided that real estate which the United
8 States has contracted to sell shall be taxed to the
9 vendee, his successors or assigns in the same manner

10 and to the same extent as if the vendee, his successors
11 or assigns owned the legal title in fee, but the lien
12 for such tax shall be subject to the right, title and
13 interest of the United States.
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1 S e c t io n  2. Said section 5 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out clause Second, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Second, Property of the commonwealth, except
6 (a) real estate of which the commonwealth is in posses-
7 sion under a mortgage for condition broken, which
8 shall be taxed to the mortgagor, his successors or
9 assigns in the same manner and to the same extent as

10 if the mortgagor, his successors or assigns owned the
11 legal title in fee, (5) real estate which the common-
12 wealth has contracted to sell, which shall be taxed
13 to the vendee, his successors or assigns, in the same
14 manner and to the same extent as if the vendee, his
15 successors or assigns, owned the legal title in fee,
16 and (c) real estate of the commonwealth which is
17 used or occupied for other than public purposes,
18 which shall be taxed to the lessee, his successors or
19 assigns, or to the occupant or person in possession,
20 in the same manner and to the same extent as if the
21 lessee, his successors or assigns or the occupant or
22 person in possession owned the legal title in fee; pro-
23 vided, however, that the lien for taxes upon real estate
24 of which the commonwealth is in possession under a
25 mortgage for condition broken, or real estate which
26 the commonwealth has contracted to sell, or real
27 estate which is used or occupied for other than public
28 purposes shall be subject to the right, title and interest
29 of the commonwealth therein.


