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By Mr. Crockett of Upton (by request), petition of Lloyd M. Walker 
for legislation to regulate the payment for damage to growing crops 
by wild deer. Conservation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An  Act regulating the payment of damage to grow
ing CROPS BY WILD DEER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 83 of chapter 131 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in chapter 599 of the acts of 1941, is hereby
3 amended by adding in the third line after the word
4 “ moose” the following: — on land which has not been
5 posted against deer hunting for at least one year prior
6 to damage claim and on which reasonable precautions
7 have been taken against recurring damage year after
8 year to the same crop on the same land, — and in the
9 forty-second line by striking out the words “ sixty-five

! 10 cents” and inserting in place thereof, the words: -
11 one dollar, — and in the forty-third and forty-fourth
12 lines, striking out the words “ four and one half” and
13 inserting in place thereof the word: -— six, — so as to
14 read: — Section 83. Whoever suffers loss by the eat-
15 ing, browsing or trampling of his fruit or ornamental
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trees, vegetables, produce or crops by deer or moose 
on land which has not been posted against deer hunt
ing for at least one year prior to damage claim and on 
which reasonable precautions have been taken against 
recurring damage year after year to the same crop on 
the same land, if the damage is done in a city may 
inform the officer of police thereof who shall be desig
nated to receive such information by the mayor, and 
if the damage is done in a town may inform the chair
man of the selectmen of such town, declaring the 
amount of such damage as nearly as he can determine 
the same. If the amount so declared does not exceed 
twenty dollars, the officer or chairman shall proceed 
to the premises and determine whether the damage was 
inflicted by such deer or moose, and, if so, appraise 
the amount thereof and within ten days, after such 
appraisal is made, return to the director a certificate 
of the damages fixed by such appraisal. If the amount 
of said damage is declared by the owner of the dam
aged property to exceed twenty dollars, said owner 
shall notify the director of said damage. The director, 
within eight days after receiving such notice, shall de
termine whether the damage was inflicted by such deer 
or moose, and, if so, he shall at once proceed to have 
an appraisal made under oath by three persons, one 
of whom shall be designated by the owner of the dam
aged property, one by the director and the third by 
the trustees for county aid to agriculture or of the 
county agricultural school of the county in which the 
damage occurred. Within ten days after such ap
praisal is made, the appraiser designated by the di
rector as aforesaid shall return to the director a cer
tificate of the damages fixed by such appraisal. The 
director shall, within thirty days after receiving such
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50 certificate, if he finds the claim to be just and the
51 appraisal correct, endorse his approval thereon and
52 transmit the same, with the cost of appraisal added,
53 to the comptroller, and the amount so certified shall
54 be paid by the commonwealth; provided, that if any
55 doubt exists, the director may summon the appraisers
56 and all parties interested and make such examination
57 as he thinks proper and may cause the appraisers to
58 review their appraisal, or cause a new appraisal or
59 appraisals to be made as aforesaid by other appraisers
60 designated and proceeding in the same manner as
61 the original appraisers. Each appraiser, except when
62 a paid official or employee of the commonwealth or of
63 a county, shall receive compensation from the com-
64 monwealth at a rate of, one dollar per hour for not
65 more than eight hours in any one day while acting as
66 such and six cents a mile for his necessary travel.
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