
HOUSE No. 486

By Mr. Jordan of Revere, petition of the Massachusetts Teachers 
Federation that the amount of financial aid paid by the Common
wealth for public school expenses in cities and towns be increased. 
Education.

Cf)e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts;
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct  relative to increased state financial aid

FOR SCHOOLS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by strik-
2 ing out chapter seventy as amended and inserting
3 in place thereof the following new chapter seventy:—
4 Section 1. To promote the equalization of edu-
5 cational opportunity in the public schools of the
6 commonwealth and the equalization of the burden
7 of the cost of the schools to the respective towns,
8 the state treasurer shall annually from the revenues
9 of the commonwealth apportion and pay to the

10 towns certain sums to be called school aid.
11 Section 2. Said school aid shall be paid from an
12 account in the state treasury which shall be estab-
13 lished and known as the School Aid Fund. To said
14 School Aid Fund shall be credited annually without
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15 appropriation the revenue from the Massachusetts
16 School Fund, all net proceeds from the tax on in-
17 comes as are not now required by law to be applied
18 to any other purpose, transfers from the School Aid
19 Reserve Fund, all federal funds available for this
20 purpose, and such additional sums as may be neces-
21 sary to make the payments required by this act,
22 which latter sums the general court shall appro-
23 priate annually for such purposes.
24 Section 3. The present Massachusetts School
25 Fund with future additions shall constitute a per-
26 manent fund, each annual income of which shall be
27 transferred to the School Aid Fund each year as
28 directed by the commissioners of the Massachusetts
29 School Fund.
30 Section J. The commissioner of education and
31 the state treasurer shall be commissioners to invest
32 and manage the Massachusetts School Fund, and
33 shall annually report the condition and income there-
34 of. All investments shall be made with the approval
35 of the governor and council.
36 Section 5. There shall be established with the
37 state treasurer an account to be known as the School
38 Aid Reserve Fund. To this fund shall be credited at
39 the end of each fiscal year any unexpended money
40 remaining in the School Aid Fund. Transfers from
41 the School Aid Reserve Fund to the School Aid Fund
42 shall be made whenever the total of the allotments
43 of school aid to the respective towns makes such
44 transfer necessary. The commissioner of education
45 and the state treasurer shall be commissioners to
46 invest, to manage, and to make said transfers to the
47 School Aid Fund, and shall annually report the
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48 income, expenditures, and condition thereof. All
49 investments shall be made with the approval of the
50 governor and council.
51 Section 6. For the purposes of this chapter the
52 following definitions shall apply: “ Equalized valu-
53 ation” shall mean the town’s valuation as deter-
54 mined by the last preceding valuation made for the
55 purpose of apportioning the state tax. If the state
56 tax is discontinued, the equalized valuation of a
57 town shall be a valuation approved by the General
58 Court after it has received the recommendations
59 thereon of the commissioner of corporations and
60 taxation.
61 In sections eight, ten, and fourteen of this chapter
62 “ per pupil” shall mean average net average mem-
63 bership in the public day schools for the three years
64 ending the next preceding June thirtieth.
65 “ Kindergarten” shall mean the year of instruction
66 preceding grade one maintained for one hundred
67 sixty or more days in the school year.
68 Section 7. Net Average Membership defined. —-
69 For the purposes of this chapter the net average
70 membership in the public day schools of a town for
71 any school year shall be the average membership
72 for such year as shown by the school registers, in-
73 creased by the number of pupils resident therein
74 whose tuition in the public schools of another town,
75 for not less than half such year, the town has paid,
76 decreased by the number of non-resident pupils at-
77 tending its schools for not less than half such year.
78 Section 8. The amount of school aid to be appor-
79 tioned and paid to a town annually shall be one half
80 the amount by which the sum of one hundred and
81 fifty dollars per pupil in grades one to six inclusive,
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82 two hundred dollars per pupil in grades seven to
83 twelve inclusive, three hundred dollars per pupil for
84 pupils in special classes for mentally retarded chil-
85 dren according to chapter seventy-one, section
86 forty-six, one hundred and fifty dollars per pupil for
87 each child five years or more of age in kindergartens
88 having one forenoon session each school day and one
89 afternoon session, seventy-five dollars per pupil
90 for each pupil five years or more of age in kinder-
91 gartens having one session each school day, and three
92 hundred dollars per pupil for each physically handi-
93 capped pupil receiving home instruction according to
94 section forty-six A, chapter seventy-one, exceeds
95 the equivalent of a tax of five dollars per thousand
96 of the equalized valuation of such town, said amount
97 to be increased by a transportation allowance to be
98 determined according to section ten below and further
99 increased by aid for small schools and consolidated

100 schools according to section eleven below. For the
101 year nineteen hundred forty-seven the fraction one
102 half in line two of this section shall be one fourth,
103 and for each year thereafter said fraction shall be
104 three fourths. A town shall not be eligible to receive
105 equalization aid for schools in any year if the amount
106 expended for school support during the preceding
107 year was less than one hundred and twenty-four
108 dollars per pupil in grades kindergarten to twelve
109 inclusive, unless the commissioner of education so
110 recommends. If in any year the allotment to a town
111 under this section is less than was the reimbursement
112 to such town under chapter seventy of the General
113 Laws in nineteen hundred forty-six, the amount of
114 said reimbursement shall be substituted as the allot-
115 ment under this section.
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116 Section 9. The pupils included in special classes
117 for mentally retarded pupils and the physically handi-
118 capped pupils receiving home instruction shall not
119 be included with the pupils in grades one to twelve
120 inclusive and the kindergarten, when applying the
121 plan of distribution of section ten.
122 Section 10. School aid for the transportation of
123 pupils shall be allotted and paid the respective towns
124 annually according to the following plan of distribu-
125 tion which plan for distribution may be modified
126 from time to time by the commissioner of education
127 providing such modifications do not thereby increase
128 the total annual fiscal obligations of the connnon-
129 wealth under this section. To each town shall be
130 paid each year the amount by which the expenditures
131 approved by the commissioner of education for trans-
132 porting to and from school once each day elementary
133 and high school pupils who live one and one half or
134 more miles from their respective schools by regu-
135 larly traveled public highway exceeds in such town
136 five dollars per pupil average net average member-
137 ship of the public day schools of such town for the
138 three years ending the next preceding June thirtieth.
139 Section 11. School aid for small schools shall be
140 granted to towns of less than five thousand popula-
141 tion according to the following plan of distribution,
142 which plan may be modified from time to time by the
143 commissioner of education providing any such modi-
144 fication does not increase the total annual fiscal
145 obligations of the commonwealth under this section.
146 (a) One-teacher schools in operation in December
147 nineteen hundred forty-six shall, for the purposes of
148 section eight above, be considered as having twenty-
149 one pupils average net average membership for the
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150 three years ending the next preceding June thirtieth,
151 whenever the actual average net average member-
152 ship for said three years is from ten to twenty-one
153 inclusive.
154 (b) For each one-teacher elementary school in
155 operation in December nineteen hundred forty-six
156 that is discontinued and whose pupils attend a school
157 of two or more elementary teachers devoting full
158 time thereto, five hundred dollars shall be granted
159 annually therefor to such town for each of said one-
160 room schools that remains discontinued.
161 (c) If a high school of less than one hundred pupils
162 average membership in operation in December nine-
163 teen hundred forty-six is discontinued and the high
164 school pupils of the town attend one or more high
165 schools approved by the commissioner of education
166 in which there are the equivalent of ten or more high
167 school teachers devoting full time thereto, each town
168 in which said high school of less than one hundred
169 pupils net average membership was discontinued
170 shall be granted annually sixty dollars per high school
171 pupil average net average membership for the three
172 years ending the next preceding June thirtieth for
173 each year a high school is not maintained in said
174 town.
175 Section 12. One third of the school aid due a town
176 annually under this chapter shall be paid before
177 February first, the second third before June first,
178 and the final third before October first of each year
179 respectively, except that school aid for the year
180 nineteen hundred forty-seven shall be paid in full
181 before end of said year.
182 Section 13. The total school aid granted to any
183 town during any one year under this chapter, plus
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184 reimbursements granted to such town under chapter
185 seventy-one of the General Laws, sections five, eight,
186 and ten as amended, plus tuitions received by the
187 town for elementary and high school pupils, shall
188 not exceed for that year the actual cost of the support
189 of public day elementary and high schools and the
190 transportation of pupils for the year ending the next
191 preceding June thirtieth, less the equivalent of a tax
192 of five dollars per thousand of the assessed valuation
193 of such town for the year ending the next preceding
194 December thirty-first. Therefore, if the school aid
195 calculated under this chapter would produce said
196 excess in any town, the school aid allotment for such
197 town shall be reduced accordingly.
198 Section 11+. The total annual school aid paid to
199 any town for tne year nineteen hundred forty-seven,
200 the year nineteen hundred forty-eight, and for each
201 year thereafter shall not be less than twenty dollars,
202 forty dollars, and sixty dollars respectively per pupil
203 except to the extent necessary to be consistent with
204 the provisions of section thirteen of this chapter.
205 Section 15. Returns by Superintendents. — Every
206 superintendent of Schools shall file with the commis-
207 sioner of education, not later than July twenty-fifth
208 in each year, a sworn statement, upon blanks pre-
209 pared by the said commissioner, containing the
210 data necessary to determine the amounts payable
211 under this chapter. The said commissioner shall,
212 not later than July twenty-seventh, prepare and
213 transmit to the commissioner of corporations and
214 taxation a list containing an estimate based on the
215 information then in his possession of the amount
216 payable under this chapter to each town for the
217 ensuing year. In the year nineteen hundred forty-
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218 seven similar estimates for the amounts payable
219 under this chapter for the current year shall be
220 submitted by the commissioner of education before
221 September first of said year. The commissioner of
222 education shall cause such statements to be examined,
223 and shall certify to the commissioner of corporations
224 and taxation and to the comptroller the amount due
225 each town. Before filing the above sworn state-
226 ment, the superintendent shall submit it to the
227 chairman of the school committee, who shall counter-
228 sign it on oath, if, after examination, he finds it
229 correct.
230 Section 16. Payment Conditioned on Compliance
231 with School Laws. — No town shall receive any pay-
232 ment under this chapter, unless it has complied, to
233 the satisfaction of the department of education, with
234 all laws relating to the public schools.
235 Section 17. Whenever a school committee sub-
236 mits estimates of the amount of money necessary for
237 the proper maintenance of the schools for the en-
238 suing year it shall include estimates of the amount
239 of school aid the town will receive under this chapter
240 and of reimbursements to be received by the town
241 from the state account of the support of schools
242 during said year as credits. As soon as said school
243 aid and reimbursements on account of schools, or
244 any part or parts thereof has or have been received
245 by a town treasurer, it shall become available for
246 expenditure by the school committee for the support
247 of schools without being appropriated by the town.
248 Section 18. Todd Fund. — The income of the Todd
249 Fund shall be paid to the department of education,
250 and applied by it to specific objects, in connection
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251 with the teachers colleges, not provided for by
252 appropriation.
253 Section 19. Chapter seventy-one, section seven,
254 of the General Laws, providing for the reimbursement
255 to small towns for transportation of high school
256 pupils is hereby repealed.








