
HOUSE No. 526

By Mr. Doyle of Worcester, petition of Joseph V. Sullivan for 
legislation relative to the sale of secondhand watches. Mercantile 
Affairs.

Cbe Commontoealtt) of e^assacbusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n A ct r e l a t iv e  to  th e  sale  of secondhand  w a t c h e s .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Any person who sells or exchanges, or offers or ex-
2 poses for sale or exchange, or possesses, with intent to
3 sell or exchange, a secondhand watch, shall affix and
4 keep affixed to the same a tag with the word “ second-
5 hand” legibly written or printed thereon, and any
6 person who sells a secondhand watch shall deliver to
7 the vendee a written invoice setting forth the name
8 and address of the vendor, the name and address of
9 the vendee, the date of the sale, the name of the watch

10 or its maker, and the serial numbers (if any) or other
11 distinguishing numbers or identification marks on its
12 case and movement. In the event the serial numbers,
13 or other distinguishing numbers or identification
14 marks, have been erased, defaced, removed, altered
15 or covered, such fact shall be set forth in said invoice.
16 A duplicate of said invoice shall be kept on file by the
17 vendor for at least three years from the date of said
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18 sale, and shall be open to inspection during all busi-
19 ness hours by the district attorney of the county in
20 which the vendor is engaged in business. Any person
21 advertising in any manner secondhand watches for
22 sale shall state clearly in such advertising that the
23 watches so advertised are secondhand watches.
24 For the purposes of this act the words “ second-
25 hand watch” shall be taken to refer to any watch
26 whose case or movement, serial numbers or other dis-
27 tinguishing numbers or identification marks have
28 been erased, defaced, removed, altered or covered,
29 to any watch, the movement of which is more than
30 three years old and has been repaired, or any part or
31 parts of which, including the movement, have been
32 replaced, whether in the vendor’s hands or while in
33 the possession of another, and to any watch of which
34 the case, the movement, or both, has or have pre-
35 viously been sold, provided, however, that a watch
36 which has been so sold, and is thereafter returned to
37 the vendor, either through an exchange or for credit,
38 shall not for that reason alone be deemed to be a
39 secondhand watch if said vendor keeps a written or
40 printed record setting forth the name and address of
41 the original purchaser, the date of the original sale,
42 the name of the watch or its maker, and the serial
43 numbers (if any) on the case and the movement of the
44 watch, or other distinguishing numbers or identifica-
45 tion marks, for at least three years from the date of
46 said sale, such record to be open for inspection during
47 all business hours by the district attorney of the county
48 in which such vendor is engaged in business.
49 Any violation of this act shall be punished by a fine
50 of not more than five hundred dollars, or not more
51 than ninety days in jail, or both.


