
HOUSE No. 610
By Mr. Winslow of Cambridge (by request), petition of Bailey 

Aldrich for legislation to facilitate payments of indebtedness amount
ing to five hundred dollars or less due to estates by insurance compa
nies. Insurance.

Cfje Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct  to fa c ilit a te  p a y m e n t  of five  hu n dr ed  d o l 

lars OR LESS DUE TO AN ESTATE BY AN INSURANCE 
COMPANY.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 175 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 187D the following new
3 section: —
4 Section 187E. Whenever at, or by reason of, the
5 death of any individual residing in the commonwealth,
6 a company writing life, accident or health insurance,
7 endowments or annuities, shall by virtue of any such
8 contracts owe to his estate an aggregate not exceeding
9 five hundred dollars, it shall be lawful for the company

10 at any time not less than sixty days after his death,
11 upon due proof that the proposed payee is such a
12 person, to make payment of such indebtedness to his
13 surviving spouse, or, 'if none, to one or more of his
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14 statutory heirs as defined in chapter one hundred and
15 ninety, provided that at the time of payment no
16 written claim for such proceeds has been received at
17 the company’s home office from any executor, ad-
18 ministrator or special administrator of the estate of
19 such individual. Any payment made under the au-
20 thority of this section shall constitute a full discharge
21 of the company and the fact that a recipient of such
22 payment is a minor shall not prevent the discharge if §>
23 said minor be of at least eighteen years of age.
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