
HOUSE No. 622

By Mr. Patrick Gilbert Sullivan of Boston, petition of Henry P. 
Fielding relative to motions for directed verdicts of not guilty and 
motions for findings of not guilty in trials in criminal cases. The 
Judiciary.

Cbe Commontoealtb of 00a$0acftusctt!S

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A c t  r e l a t iv e  t o  m o t io n s  f o r  d ir e c t e d  v e r d ic t s

OF NOT GUILTY AND MOTIONS FOR FINDINGS OF NOT 

GUILTY IN TRIALS IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Chapter 278 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 6 as ap-
3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following
4 section: —
5 Section 6A. In the trial of a criminal case in
6 the superior court, either upon indictment or com-
7 plaint, where, upon the conclusion of the common-
8 wealth’s direct case, a motion for a directed verdict
9 in a jury case, or a motion for a finding of not guilty

10 in a case tried without jury, is presented to the court
11 by the defendant, the defendant shall not be required
12 to rest his case before hearing upon such motion.
13 If, after hearing, the motion is denied by the court,
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14 the defendant may proceed with the presentation of
15 his evidence in his defense. The court, however; may
16 reserve decision on such motion until all the evidence
17 of both sides of the case has been presented. In
18 so far as applicable the foregoing procedure shall
19 apply to criminal trials in the several district courts
20 of the Commonwealth.

1 Se c t io n  2. This act shall become operative on
2 nineteen hundred and forty-seven.


