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By Mr. Shattuck of Boston (by request), petition of Thomas F. 
Sullivan (Police Commissioner of Boston) relative to the removal of 
police officers under the civil service in said city. Civil Service.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  Act relative to removal of boston police officers

UNDER THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 31 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting in section 43, as amended,
3 after the word “ thereof” in the first sentence the
4 words: — except members of the Boston Police De-
5 partment.

1 Section 2. Every police officer holding an office
2 classified under the civil service rules in the city of
3 Boston shall have unlimited tenure of office or em-
4 ployment and he shall not be discharged, removed,
5 suspended for a period exceeding seventy-two hours,
6 laid off, transferred from such office or employment
7 without his consent, lowered in rank or compensation,
8 except for just cause and for reasons specifically given
9 him in writing by the police commissioner, together 

10 with a printed form which shall state his rights under
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11 the civil service law. If, within three days after
12 receipt of written notice, the police officer sought to be
13 so removed, lowered in rank or compensation, sus-
14 pended or transferred, shall so request in writing, he
15 shall be given a hearing or a public hearing, whichever
16 is requested, of which hearing he shall have at least
17 seventy-two hours written notice from the police
18 commissioner. Within forty-eight hours after the
19 completion of said hearing the police commissioner
20 shall give to the police officer affected a written notice
21 of his decision, stating fully and specifically the reasons
22 therefor.

1 Section 3. Within thirty days after action by the
2 police commissioner as provided in the above section
3 the officer who was discharged, removed, suspended,
4 laid off, transferred or lowered in rank or compensa-
5 tion may bring a petition in the superior court for
6 Suffolk county praying that the action of the police
7 commissioner in discharging, removing, suspending,
8 laying off, or transferring him or lowering him in
9 rank or compensation may be reviewed by the court,

10 and after such notice to the police commissioner as
11 the court deems necessary, it shall hear witnesses,
12 review such action, and determine whether or not upon
13 all the evidence such action was justified. If the
14 court finds that such action was justified the action
15 of the police commissioner shall be affirmed; other-
16 wise it shall be reversed and the petitioner shall be
17 reinstated without loss of compensation. The decision
18 of the court shall be final and conclusive upon the
19 parties and a copy of the decision shall be forwarded
20 forthwith by the clerk of the court to the director,
21 division of civil service.


