
HOUSE No. 800

By Mr. Ernest A. Johnson of Worcester, petition of Ernest A. 
Johnson for legislation to require the acceptance of nomination by 
candidates for elective office nominated by conventions. Election 
Laws.

€i)e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An A ct  r e q u ir in g  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  h is  n o m in a t io n

BY ANY CANDIDATE FOR AN ELECTIVE OFFICE NOMI

NATED BY CONVENTION.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 3, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 55 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section: — Section 3. A
5 person whose name is not printed on a state, city or
6 town primary ballot as a candidate for an office, but
7 who receives sufficient votes to nominate him therefor, 
3 or who is nominated for an office at a convention,
9 shall file written acceptance of the nomination in the

10 office of the state secretary within six days, or the
11 city or town clerk within three days, as the case may
12 be, succeeding five o ’clock in the afternoon of the
13 day of holding the primaries, or of the day such
14 convention was adjourned, otherwise his name shall
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15 not be printed on the ballot at the ensuing election.
16 This section shall be construed to provide that
17 written acceptance of such a nomination shall be
18 filed as aforesaid within the time herein limited, by
19 any such person whose nomination is finally deter-
20 mined after the expiration of the time so limited,
21 otherwise his name shall not be printed on the ballot
22 at the ensuing election.


