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By Mr. Banks of Boston (by request), petition of John T. Lane 
for legislation to define further the powers of juvenile courts in deal
ings with children who commit criminal acts while under the age of 
seventeen and are not apprehended until after reaching the age of 
more than seventeen years. The Judiciary.

C&c Commontoealtl) of 00assacftusett$

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An  A c t  f u r t h e r  d e f i n i n g  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  j u v e n i l e

COURT IN  DEALING W ITH  CHILDREN W HO COMMIT AN 

ACT W H ILE UNDER THE AGE OF SEVEN TEEN AND ARE NOT 

APPREHENDED UNTIL AFTER REACHING THE AGE OF 

SEVENTEEN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 72 of chapter 119 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the period in the
3 fifth line, after the word “ file” , and inserting a
4 comma, and adding the following: —  or where a
5 child between the ages of sixteen and seventeen
6 commits an offence and is not apprehended until after
7 reaching the age of seventeen the court may deal
8 with said child the same as if it had not reached the
9 age of seventeen, and all provisions and rights shall

10 apply to said child as would apply to a child under
11 seventeen, —  so as to read as follows: —  Section 72.
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12 Courts may continue to exercise jurisdiction in their
13 juvenile sessions over children who become seventeen
14 years of age or who pass the age limit for bringing
15 the kind of complaint or proceeding before the court,
16 pending adjudication on their cases, or during con-
17 tinuances or probation, or after their cases have been
18 placed on file, or where a child between the ages of
19 sixteen and seventeen commits an offence and is not
20 apprehended until after reaching the age of seventeen
21 the court may deal with said child the same as if it
22 had not reached the age of seventeen and all provi-
23 sions and rights shall apply to said child as would
24 apply to a child under seventeen. Nothing herein
25 shall authorize the commitment of any girl over
26 seventeen years of age to the industrial school for
27 girls, or give any court any power or authority over
28 said children after they become eighteen years of
29 age, except that, on the revocation of the suspension
30 of the execution of a sentence or order of commitment,
31 such sentence or order of commitment, may be
32 executed, notwithstanding that the child sentenced
33 or ordered committed has passed the age limit for
34 commitment to the institution to which he was sen-
35 tenced or ordered committed.


