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By Mr. Brown of Boston, petition of John D. Brown for amendment 
of the law relating to permitting parties to examine on oath prospective 
jurors for the purpose of determining any existing bias or prejudice. 
The Judiciary.

Cbe Commoniuealti) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act permitting parties to examine prospective

JURORS FOR BIAS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 28 of chapter 234 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 149 of the acts
3 of 1887, is hereby further amended by inserting in
4 the seventh line, after the word “ objection” , the
5 words: —  provided, however, that in the trial of a
6 crime punishable by death or life imprisonment, the
7 parties or their attorneys shall have the right to
8 make such examination subject to such reasonable
9 limitations as the court deems proper in the circum-

10 stances, — so as to read as follows: —  Section 28.
11 Upon motion of either party the court shall or the
12 parties or their attorneys may under the direction of
13 the court examine on oath a person to learn whether
14 he is related to either party, or has any interest in
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15 the case, or has expressed or formed an opinion, or
16 is sensible of any bias or prejudice therein, and the
17 objecting party may introduce other competent evi-
18 dence in support of the objection; provided, however,
19 that in the trial of a crime punishable by death or
20 life imprisonment, the parties or their attorneys shall
21 have the right to make such examination subject
22 to such reasonable limitations as the court deems
23 proper in the circumstances. If the court finds that
24 the juror does not stand indifferent in the case, another
25 shall be called in his stead.


