
HOUSE No. 839

By Mr. Brown of Boston, petition of John D. Brown relative to 
appointments of impartial experts in criminal proceedings involving 
crimes punishable by death or life imprisonment. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An A ct r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a n  im p a r t ia l

EXPERT IN A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING INVOLVING A 

CRIME PUNISHABLE BY DEATH OR LIFE IMPRISONMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 If at any stage in a criminal proceeding involving
2 a crime punishable by death or life imprisonment, it
3 appears that technical issues will be raised through
4 the testimony of expert witnesses, the court may call
5 one or more disinterested, qualified experts to testify
6 at the trial, and the court shall notify counsel of the
7 witnesses so called, giving their names and addresses.
8 Upon the trial of the case the witnesses called by the
9 court may be examined regarding their qualifications

10 and their testimony by counsel for the prosecution and
11 defense. Such calling of witnesses by the court shall
12 not preclude the prosecution or defense from calling
13 other expert witnesses at the trial. The witnesses
14 called by the court shall be allowed such fees as in
15 the discretion of the court seem just and reasonable,
16 having regard to the services performed by the wit-
17 nesses. The fees so allowed shall be paid by the
18 county where the indictment was found.
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