
HOUSE No. 840

By Mr. Brown of Boston, petition of John D. Brown for legislation to 
provide that copies of medical examiners’ reports be furnished to 
defendants in murder cases. The Judiciary.

€i)e Commoniuealtj) of epassadbusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An  Act p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  a  c o p y  o f  m e d ic a l  e x a m i n e r ’s
REPORT BE FURNISHED THE DEFENDANT IN  A MURDER 
CASE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:
1 Section 7 of chapter 38 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 5 of chapter 632 of
3 the acts of 1945, is hereby further amended by adding
4 at the end the following: — After indictment for
5 murder the defendant shall be furnished by the
6 medical examiner with a copy of the report that he
7 is required by the provisions of this chapter to furnish
8 to the district attorney relating to the death of the
9 person for whose murder the defendant was indicted,

10 together with copies of all photographs taken during
11 the autopsy and copies of all reports made to the
12 medical examiner by any person assisting him at the
13 autopsy, upon written request being made therefor
14 by the defendant or his legal representatives, and
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15 said defendant and his duly authorized representatives
16 shall have the further right to make a reasonable
17 examination of any organs or other parts of the body
18 removed by the medical examiner or his assistants in
19 the course of the autopsy and in the possession or
20 control of the medical examiner or of his assistants.


