
HOUSE No. 841

By Mr. Burr of Boston, petition of James M. Curley (mayor of 
Boston) for legislation for hospital liens where patients receive sup
port, treatment or medical care for injuries in hospitals supported in 
whole or in part by public funds. The Judiciary.

Cfre Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A c t  relative to hospital liens.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 70 the fol-
3 lowing new section: —
4 Section 70A. When in any hospital supported in
5 whole or in part by public funds a patient receives
6 support, treatment or medical care for any injury
7 for which he has a cause of action or claim against
8 another person, the reasonable fees and expenses for
9 such support, treatment and medical care shall be a

10 hen, hereinafter called a “ hospital lien” , upon the
11 patient’s cause of action, counterclaim or claim, upon
12 any judgment, decree or other order entered or made
13 thereon in the patient’s favor, and upon any pro-
14 ceeds derived therefrom. A hospital lien shall be
15 subject to any attorney’s lien. Payment by any per-
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16 son to a patient in full or in settlement of any such
17 claim, counterclaim, cause of action, judgment, execu-
18 tion, order or decree shall discharge such person from
19 all liability on account of any hospital lien thereon or
20 on the proceeds derived therefrom unless such person,
21 his agents or servants, has notice of the claim of a
22 hospital lien. The superior court within the county
23 wherein the hospital is located may determine and
24 enforce such lien in proceedings in equity including,
25 without limiting the generality of the foregoing, suits
26 under clause (10) of section three of chapter two hun-
27 dred and fourteen to reach and apply the obligation
28 of an insurance company and suits to reach and apply
29 a deposit made under section thirty-four D of chap-
30 ter ninety.

1 Section 2. This act shall apply only to support,
2 treatment and medical care for injuries received on and
3 after October first of the current year.


