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By Mr. Driscoll of Boston, petition of Joseph O’Brien relative to
the release on parole of certain persons imprisoned in jails or houses
of correction after expiration of two thirds of their sentences. Public
Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven

An Act relative to the release on parole of cer-
tain PERSONS IMPRISONED IN JAILS OR HOUSES OF

CORRECTION AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF TWO THIRDS

OF THEIR SENTENCES.

1 Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 141, as most recently amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 174 of the acts of 1941, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 1/+l. A probation officer may, with the con-
-6 sent of the county commissioners, or, in Suffolk
7 county, of the penal institutions commissioner of
8 Boston, investigate the case of any person imprisoned
9 in a jail or house of correction upon a sentence of not

10 more than six months, or upon a longer sentence of
H which not more than six months, or of which not more
12 than one third thereof, whichever such period shall be

Cbe Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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13 the longer, shall remain unexpired, or for failure to
14 pay a fine, for the purpose of ascertaining the proba-
-15 bility of his reformation if released from imprisonment.
16 If after such investigation he recommends the release
17 of the prisoner, and the court which imposed the sen-
-18 tence, or, if the sentence was imposed by the superior
19 court, the district attorney, certifies a concurrence in
20 such recommendation, the county commissioners or
21 the penal institutions commissioner may, if they con-
-22 sider it expedient, release him on parole, upon such
23 terms and conditions as they may prescribe, and may
24 require a bond for their fulfilment. The surety upon
25 any such bond may at any time take and surrender
26 his principal, and the county commissioners or the
27 penal institutions commissioner may at any time
28 order any prisoner released by them to return to the
29 prison to which he was originally sentenced. This
30 section shall not apply to persons held upon sentences
31 of the courts of the United States.


