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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR-
PORATIONS AND TAXATION, PURSUANT TO
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, AS
AMENDED, WITH RESPECT TO PETITION
OF ROBERT BALDWIN AND ANOTHER THAT
THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BE AUTHOR-
IZED TO HOLD ADDITIONAL REAL AND
PERSONAL PROPERTY.

January 28, 1947.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by
the Clerk of the House January 15, 1947.

Museum of Fine Arts was incorporated by chapter 4
of the Acts of 1870 under the name of The Trustees of
the Museum of Fine Arts. The present title was assumed
under chapter 192 of the Acts of 1894. Other acts affect-
ing the corporation are 1898, c. 113; 1904, c. 290;1b 1905,
c. 89; 1912, c. 541; 1919, c. 107 (Special Acts); 1925,
c. 61 and 1931, c. 52.

As authority is sought for the corporation to hold
real and personal estate in excess of the amount permitted
by General Laws, chapter 180, section 9, the object
sought by the petition can only be accomplished by an
act of the Legislature.

Ordinarily, grants of authority to an eleemosynary
corporation to hold real and personal estate in excess of
the amount authorized under the General Laws have
been limited to specific amounts. Although such limi-
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tation involves the necessity for legislative action if at
some subsequent time it appears desirable to extend the
authority, it nevertheless insures legislative considera-
tion of the wisdom of such extension and prevents the
unlimited acquisition of property which becomes tax ex-
empt. In the instant case, the extension of authority
contained in chapter 52 of the Acts of 1931 appears to
have proved adequate over a period of more than fifteen
years, and by and large, bills of this general character
in any one year are so few as to add but little to the
work of the General Court.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, sec-
tion 7, in the case of a corporation of this kind.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mr. Shattuck of Boston, petition of Robert Baldwin and another
that the Museum of Fine Arts be authorized to hold additional real
and personal property. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act authorizing the museum of fine arts to hold

ADDITIONAL REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In addition to the land from time to
2 time owned and occupied by the Museum of Fine Arts
3 and the buildings located or which may be erected
4 thereon and the works of art from time to time con-
-5 tained therein, said Museum of Fine Arts majr receive
6 by gift, devise, bequest or otherwise, and may hold,
7 in trust or otherwise, real and personal estate without
8 limit as to amount, which estate or its income shall be
9 devoted to the purposes for which said Museum of

10 Fine Arts was incorporated.

1 Section 2. So far as inconsistent with the provi-
-2 sions of this act, section two of chapter fifty-two of the
3 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-one is hereby
4 repealed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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