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Mr. O’Neill of Cambridge moves that this bill be substituted for 
Resolutions ratifying the proposed amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States relating to the terms of office of the President 
(House, No. 1985). April 22.

C&e Commontuealtb of s^assacimsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct  to  a s c e r t a in  t h e  o p in io n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f

THE COMMONWEALTH AS TO THE RATIFICATION OF THE 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES RELATING TO THE TERMS OF OFFICE OF 

THE PRESIDENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 For the purpose of ascertaining the opinion of the
2 people of the commonwealth as to the desirability of
3 ratifying the proposed amendment to the constitution
4 of the United States relating to the terms of office of
5 the president, passed by the congress of the United
6 States by a constitutional majority of two thirds of
7 each house thereof, there shall be placed upon the
8 ballot to be used at the biennial state election in the
9 year nineteen hundred and forty-eight the following

10 question: “ Is it desirable that the general court
11 ratify the following proposed amendment to the



2 HOUSE — No. 2028. [Apr. 1947.
12 constitution of the United States:— ‘ Section 1. No
13 person shall be elected to the office of the president
14 more than twice, and no person who has held the office
15 of president, or acted as president, for more than two
16 years of a term to which some other person was elected
17 president shall be elected to the office of the president
18 more than once. But this article shall not apply to
19 any person holding the office of president when this
20 article was proposed by the congress, and shall not
21 prevent any person who may be holding the office of
22 president, or acting as president, during the term
23 within which this article becomes operative from
24 holding the office of president or acting as president
25 during the remainder of such term. Section 2. This
26 article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
27 ratified as an amendment to the constitution by the
28 legislatures of three fourths of the several states within
29 seven 3mars from the date of its submission to the
30 states by the congress’ ? ” The votes upon said ques-
31 tion shall be received, sorted, counted and declared,
32 and copies of records thereof transmitted to the secre-
33 tary of the commonwealth, laid before the governor
34 and council, and by them opened and examined, in
35 accordance with the laws relating to votes for state
36 officers and copies of records thereof, so far as such
37 laws are applicable. The governor shall make known
38 the result by declaring the number of votes in the
39 affirmative and the number in the negative, together
40 with the totals of such votes arranged by senatorial
41 and representative districts, and shall transmit a
42 statement of such result, in writing, to the general
43 court during the first week of the session in the year
44 nineteen hundred and forty-nine.


