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H o u se  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , May 27, 1947.

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting 
concurrently, to whom was referred the message from 
His Excellency the Governor recommending the appoint
ment of a special recess commission (including members 
of the General Court) to investigate the cost of state, 
county and local government and to recommend possible 
economies and reductions that may be effected therein 
(House, No. 2196), report the accompanying resolve 
(House, No. 2212).

For the committee,

CHARLES E. FERGUSON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

R e s o l v e  p r o v id in g  f o r  a n  in v e s t ig a t io n  and  study

BY AN UNPAID SPECIAL COMMISSION OF THE GENERAL 

SUBJECT OF PUBLIC EXPENDITURES WITH A VIEW TO 

ALLEVIATING THE BURDEN THEREOF.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to
2 consist of one member of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof from the membership of
4 each of the committees on ways and means, on counties
5 and on municipal finance, two members of the house
6 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
7 thereof from the membership of each of said com-
8 mittees, and three persons to be appointed by the
9 governor, hereinafter called the commission, is hereby

10 established for the purpose of making an investiga-
11 tion and study of the general subject of public ex-
12 penditures, considering all possible economies which
13 may’' be effected through legislative action, with a
14 view to the reduction of government costs of the
15 commonwealth and of its political subdivisions. The
16 commission shall point out specifically and in detail
17 what services now performed by the commonwealth
18 or its political subdivisions can be eliminated and
19 what obligations thereof can be abandoned, and
20 generally shall investigate and study the entire
21 problem of public expenditures with a view to allevi-
22 ating the burden thereof. The commission may call
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23 upon the commissioner of corporations and taxation
24 and other departments, commissions and officers of the
25 commonwealth and of the several counties and
26 municipalities for such information as it may desire
27 in the course of its investigation and study. The
28 commission shall be provided with quarters in the
29 state house or elsewhere, shall hold public hearings,
30 and shall have the power to summon witnesses and
31 to require the production of books, records, contracts
32 and papers and the giving of testimony under oath.
33 The commission may expend for expert, clerical and
34 other services and expenses such sums as may be
35 appropriated therefor.
36 The commission shall report to the general court
37 the results of its investigation and study, and its
38 recommendations, if any, together with drafts of
39 legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
40 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
41 house of representatives not later than the first
42 Wednesday of December in the current year.
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