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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , June 20, 1947.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith 
House Bill 2219 as amended, entitled: " A n Act r e g u 
l a t in g  THE COMPENSATION OF THE AUCTIONEER IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF REAL ESTATE COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE CITY OF BOSTON AND RELATIVE TO THE SALE OF
p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  b y  s a id  c it y ,”  and I recommend that 
section 2A of section 1 thereof be stricken out and that 
the following new section 2A be substituted:

“ Section 2 A. No person except said auctioneer or 
the chairman of said board of real estate commissioners 
shall sell at public auction real estate acquired by the 
city of Boston by tax title foreclosure, any provision of 
general or special laws to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Neither of said persons shall receive for making any such 
sales any compensation in addition to the salary or 
compensation established for his office.”

The present section 2A as enacted makes the city 
auctioneer of Boston the exclusive agent for the sale at 
public auction of foreclosed real estate; and it is left to 
his discretion to appoint a substitute in the case of 
absence or disability. To make the auctioneer the ex
clusive agent for this purpose, and to allow him to choose 
his own substitute could lead to abuse. Neither the 
city of Boston nor the taxpayers would be adequately 
protected. The amendment which I recommend allows 
either the city auctioneer or the chairman of the Board
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of Real Estate Commissioners to sell such real estate at 
public auction. This is in accordance with chapter 434 
of the Acts of 1943 establishing the Board of Real Estate 
Commissioners which authorizes the chairman to make 
such sales. The last sentence of the recommended 
amendment limits the compensation of both the auc
tioneer and the chairman of the Board of Real Estate 
Commissioners to the salaries established for their 
offices.

I therefore recommend the substitution of the amended 
section 2A.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusetts.


