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C i) c  C o m m o n t o e a lt h  o f M a s s a c h u s e tts

H ouse  op R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , June 24, 1947.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re
ferred the message from His Excellency the Governor 
submitting a supplementary budget of estimates and rec
ommendations for appropriations for expenditures for the 
fiscal year 1948 (House, No. 2265), report (in part) the 
accompanying bill (House, No. 2315).

For the committee,

ROY C. SMITH.
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C t ie  C o m m o n to e a lt!)  o f Q ^a s s a c fju s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An A ct m a k in g  c e r ta in  ch an ges  in  th e  la w s  r e l a t iv e

TO STATE FINANCE IN  RESPECT TO E XPEN D ITU RES AND 

THE INCURRING OF OBLIGATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Chapter 29 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 26, as amended
3 by section 13 of chapter 242 of the acts of 1945, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 26. Expenses of offices and departments
6 for compensation of officers, members and employees
7 and for other purposes shall not exceed the appropria-
8 tions made therefor by the general court or the allot-
9 ments made therefor by the governor. No obligation

10 incurred by any officer or servant of the common-
11 wealth for any purpose in excess of the appropriation
12 or allotment for such purpose for the office, department
13 or institution which he represents, shall impose any
14 liability upon the commonwealth.

1 Section  2. Said chapter 29 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 27, as amended by
3 section 9 of chapter 656 of the acts of 1941, and insert-
4 ing in place thereof the following: —
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5 Section 27. Notwithstanding any provision of gen-
6 eral law, no officer or board shall incur a new or
7 unusual expense, make a permanent contract, increase
8 a salary or employ a new clerk, assistant or other sub-
9 ordinate, unless an appropriation by the general court

10 and an allotment by the governor, sufficient to cover
11 the expense thereof, shall have been made. Appro-
12 priations by the general court, and any allotments
13 by the governor, shall be expended only in the amounts
14 prescribed in the subsidiary accounts, if any, estab-
15 lished for the several items of appropriation in sched-
16 ules established by, and on file with, the joint com-
17 mittee on ways and means. Said committee, as soon
18 as may be after the general appropriation bill or any
19 other appropriation bill has the force of law conform-
20 ably to the constitution, shall file with the comptroller
21 and with the budget commissioner a certified copy of
22 the schedules aforesaid which relate thereto.

1 Section  3. Said chapter 29 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 29, as amended by
3 chapter 345 of the acts of 1943, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 29. The amount of any subsidiary account
6 set up, as prescribed in the schedules referred to in
7 section twenty-seven, on the books of an officer or
8 board having charge of any office, department, insti-
9 tution or undertaking receiving an appropriation from

10 the commonwealth, may be increased or decreased by
11 interchange with any other such subsidiary account
12 within the same item of appropriation, if a request
13 therefor from such officer or board is approved in
14 writing by the budget commissioner and is filed with
15 the comptroller by said commissioner.
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The comptroller may accept affidavits that expendi
tures are in accordance with the purpose of such sub
sidiary accounts and do not exceed the unencumbered 
balances of the amounts provided therefor. The 
comptroller shall refuse to permit a disbursement or 
the incurring of an obligation if funds, under an item 
of appropriation, or under any allotment or subsidiary 
account pertaining to such item of appropriation, 
sufficient to cover such disbursement or obligation 
are not available and shall immediately give notice 
of such refusal to the budget commissioner and the 
officer or board proposing the expenditure.
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