
HOUSE No. 2361

Cbe Commontoealtf) of ^assacijusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , June 28, 1947.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my approval House 
Bill No. 2117, being “ A n  A ct a u t h o r iz in g  t h e  c it y  o f

PEABODY TO APPROPRIATE MONEY FOR THE PAYMENT OF 
AND TO PAY THE UNPAID BALANCE OF THE SALARY OF A 
FORMER DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR 
THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE.”

The facts in this case indicate that the title is mislead
ing. Actually the deputy chief to whom the bill relates 
received the full salary to which he was entitled in 1945 
and up to the time of his retirement in 1946, although 
according to reliable information, because of illness he 
was frequently absent from his employment and there
fore unable to perform constantly the duties for which he 
was paid.

It is true that an effort was made by the city council 
in 1945 to enact an ordinance to increase the salary of the 
deputy chief from $2,909.50 to $3,120, but the city solici
tor properly declared the ordinance invalid, since the then 
mayor refused or failed to recommend an appropriation 
of money as required by statute to make the ordinance 
effective.

This bill represents an effort to collect after retirement 
an amount which the deputy might have received in 1945 
if his salary had been increased legally during that year.

The facts are that no back salary is due to this former 
official. To enact legislation which would permit raising
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funds for payment to a former employee after his retire
ment, of money in excess of his legal salary already paid, 
would destroy the sound fundamental principles under
lying our laws for the regulation of municipal affairs.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusetts.


