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[Senate, No. 562. Moved (Rowe) as substitute for House Bill
No. 1910.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act imposing a penalty on persons who offer or
ACCEPT BRIBES IN CERTAIN ATHLETIC CONTESTS AND

SPORTING EVENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 271 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 39 the following section:
3 Section 39A. Whoever gives, promises or offers
4 to any professional or amateur baseball, football,
5 hockey, polo, tennis or basketball player or boxer or
6 any player who participates or expects to participate
7 in any professional or amateur game or sport or any
8 jockey, driver, groom or any person participating or
9 expecting to participate in any horse race, including

10 owners of race tracks and their employees, stewards,
11 trainers, judges, starters or special policemen, or to
12 any manager, coach or trainer of any team or partici-
-13 pant or prospective participant in any such game,
14 contest or sport, any valuable thing with intent to
15 influence him to lose or try to lose or cause to be lost
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16 or to limit his or his team’s margin of victory in a
17 baseball, football, hockey or basketball game, boxing,
18 tennis or polo match or a horse race or any professional
19 or amateur sport, or game, in which such player or

20 participant or jockey or driver, is taking part or ex-
-21 pects to take part, or has any duty or connection
22 therewith, or whoever, being a professional or amateur
23 baseball, football, hockey, basketball, tennis or polo
24 player, boxer, or jockey, driver, or groom or partici-
-25 pant or prospective participant in any sport or game
26 or a manager, coach or trainer of any team or indi-
-27 vidual participant or prospective participant in any
28 such game, contest or sport, solicits or accepts any
29 valuable thing to influence him to lose or try to lose
30 or cause to be lost or to limit his or his team’s margin
31 of victory in a baseball, football, hockey or basket-
-32 ball game or boxing, tennis or polo match, or horse
33 race or any game of sport in which he is taking part,
34 or expects to take part, or has any duty or connection
35 therewith, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
36 one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more

37 than two years, or both.


