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[Senate, No. 606. Moved (Innes) as a substitute (in part) for the
Senate Report of the committee on Cities, “reference to the next
annual session,” on the residue of the report of the special commission
established to make an investigation and study relative to revising
the charter of the city of Boston and special laws governing the county
of Suffolk (Senate, No. 530).]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act relative to the election of the city council
AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF BOSTON AND

CHANGING THE DATE OF THE BIENNIAL MUNICIPAL

ELECTION IN SAID CITY IN THE CURRENT YEAR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be a special municipal
2 election in the city of Boston on the thirtieth day of
3 September in the current year, at which the qualified
4 voters of said city shall be entitled to vote upon the
5 following questions relative to the election of a city
6 council and of a school committee/ which shall be
7 printed upon the official ballot in the following form;
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(Mark a Cross opposite each question to indicate
WHETHER YOU APPROVE OR NOT.)

City Council
Shall the number of members of the City Council be reduced

from 22, elected by wards, to 9, elected at large, the
9 candidates receiving the highest number of votes ™’

to be elected, each voter having the right to vote no.
for 5?
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School Committee.
Shall the present method of election of members of the school

committee be abolished, and a new method established under
which all five members will be elected at large at

YESthe same time for two year terms with each voter
having the right to vote for 3? NO ‘

8 Except as otherwise provided in this section, all
9 provisions of law relating to elections and special

10 elections in said city, so far as applicable, shall apply
11 to the special election authorized by this section.

1 Section 2. If a majority of the votes cast as pro-
-2 vided in section one relative to the election of the city
3 council is in the affirmative, sections forty-eight,
4 fifty, fifty-three and thirty-three of chapter four hun-
-5 dred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 nine as appearing in sections three, six, seven A, eight,
7 and nine of this act, respectively, shall thereupon take
8 full effect. If a majority of the votes cast as provided
9 in section one relative to the election of the school

10 committee is in the affirmative then sections thirty-
-11 three and fifty-three of chapter four hundred and
12 eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine, as
13 appearing in sections seven A and nine and section
14 eight of this act shall thereupon take full effect.

1 Section 3. Chapter 486 of the acts of 1909 is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 48, as most
3 recently amended by section 14 of chapter 479 of
4 the acts of 1924, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following section;
6 Section 48- Beginning with the biennial municipal
7 election in the year nineteen hundred and forty-seven,
8 there shall be elected at large at each regular municipal
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9 election nine members of the city council, each for a
10 term of two years from the first Monday in January
11 following his election and until his successor is elected
12 and qualified. At each such election, each voter shall
13 be entitled to vote for not more than five candidates
14 for said office. The ballots used in such elections
15 shall be printed in as many lots as there are voting
16 precincts within the city; in the first lot, the names
17 of the candidates shall appear in the alphabetical
18 order of their surnames; in the second lot, the names
19 shall appear in the same order except that the first
20 name in the first lot shall be placed last; in each
21 succeeding lot the order shall be the same as that of
22 the lot preceding, except that the first name in that
23 preceding lot shall be placed last. The first such lot
24 shall be used in the voting at precinct one of ward
25 one, the second such lot at precinct two of ward one,
26 and the other lots at the other voting precincts
27 throughout the city in the numerical order of precincts
28 within wards.

1 Section 6. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 50, as most recently
3 amended by section 15 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section:
6 Section 50. The city council shall be the judge of
7 the election and qualifications of its members; shall
8 elect from its members by a vote of a majority of all
9 the members a president who when present shall pre-

-10 side at the meetings thereof; and shall from time to
11 time establish rules for its proceedings. The member
12 eldest in years shall preside until the president is
13 chosen, and in case of the absence of the president,
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14 until a presiding officer is chosen. When a vacancy
15 occurs in the office of any member the person who
16 received the highest vote of the defeated candidates
17 at the last previous election shall, if alive, be declared
18 elected for the purpose of filling such vacancy for the
19 unexpired term. No member of the city council shall,
20 during his term of office, hold any office the salary of
21 which is payable by the city or by the county of
22 Suffolk or by the commonwealth.

1 Section 7A. Section 53 of said chapter 486, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 472
3 of the acts of 1941, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first paragraph and inserting in
5 place thereof the following paragraph: —-

6 Any registered voter who is qualified to vote for a
7 candidate for any municipal elective office in such
8 city may be a candidate for nomination thereto,
9 and his name as such candidate shall be printed on

10 the official ballot to be used at the municipal election;
.11 provided, that at or before five o’clock p.m. of the
12 eighth Tuesday prior to such election nomination
13 papers prepared and issued by the election commis-
-14 sioners, signed in person for the nomination for mayor
15 by at least three thousand registered voters in said
16 city qualified to vote for such candidate at said elec-
-17 tion, signed in person for the nomination for school
18 committee by at least two thousand registered voters
19 in said city qualified to vote for such candidate at
20 said election and signed in person for the nomination
21 for city councillor by at least one thousand registered
22 voters in said city, qualified to vote for such candidate
23 at said election shall be filed with said election com-
-24 missioners and the signatures on the same to the num-
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25 ber required to make the nomination subsequently
26 certified by the election commissioners as hereinafter
27 provided. No person shall sign the nomination papers
28 for more than five candidates for the city council nor
29 more than three candidates for the school committee.
30 Said nomination papers shall be in substantially the
31 following form:

1 Section 8. Notwithstanding any provision of
2 general or special law, any candidate for any municipal
3 elective office or body in the city of Boston shall be
4 entitled to receive from the election commissioners,
5 upon request, nomination papers to such number as
6 will provide spaces equal to not less than five times
7 the number of signatures for the nomination of such a
8 candidate.

1 Section 9. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 33, as most recently
3 amended by section 5 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 33. The fiscal year in said city shall begin
6 on January first and shall end on December thirty-
-7 first next following; and the municipal year shall
8 begin on the first Monday in January and shall con-
-9 tinue until the first Monday of the January next

10 following. Beginning with the biennial municipal
11 election in the year nineteen hundred and forty-
-12 seven, there shall be elected at large at each regular
13 municipal election five members of the school com-
-14 mittee, each for a term of two years from the first
15 Monday in January following his election and until
16 his successor is elected and qualified. The members
17 of the school committee shall meet and organize on
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18 the first Monday of January following their election.
19 At each such election, each voter shall be entitled to
20 vote for not more than three candidates for said
21 office. The ballots used in such elections shall be
22 printed in as many lots as there are voting precincts
23 within the city; in the first lot, the names of the candi-
-24 dates shall appear in the alphabetical order of their
25 surnames; in the second lot, the names shall appear
26 in the same order except that the first name in the
27 first lot shall be placed last; in each succeeding lot
28 the order shall be the same as that of the lot pre-
-29 ceding, except that the first name in that preceding
30 lot shall be placed last. The first such lot shall be
31 used in the voting at precinct one of ward one, the
32 second such lot at precinct two of ward one, and the
33 other lots at the other voting precincts throughout
34 the city in the numerical order of precincts within
35 wards.
36 When a vacancy occurs in said committee the person
37 who received the highest vote of the defeated candi-
-38 dates at the last previous election shall, if alive, be
39 declared elected for the unexpired term.

1 Section 11. Notwithstanding any provision of
2 law to the contrary the biennial municipal election
3 in the city of Boston in the current year shall be held
4 on Tuesday, the ninth day of December. Nomination
5 papers for offices to be filled at said election shall be
6 furnished by the election commissioners on and after
7 the ninth Tuesday preceding said election, and all
8 such papers shall be filed with the election commis-
-9 sioners on or before five o’clock in the afternoon on the

10 sixth Tuesday preceding said election. The election
11 commissioners shall complete the certification of the
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12 names on said papers on or before five o’clock in
13 the afternoon on the twenty-ninth day preceding
14 said election. All withdrawals and objections to such
15 nominations shall be filed with the election commis-
-16 sioners on or before five o’clock in the afternoon on
17 the twenty-fifth day preceding said election. All
18 substitutions to fill vacancies caused by withdrawal
19 or ineligibility shall be filed with the election com-
-20 missioners on or before five o’clock in the afternoon
21 on the twenty-second day preceding said election.
22 Except as otherwise provided in this section, all
23 provisions of law relating to elections in said city
24 shall apply to said election.

1 Section 12. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




