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C o m m issio n  on  A d m in is t r a t io n  a n d  F in a n c e , 
St a t e  H o u s e , B o sto n  33, December 3, 1947.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

Gentlemen : —  In accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 30, section 33, of the General Laws, the Commis
sion on Administration and Finance respectfully recom
mends legislative action on matters affecting the fiscal 
administration of the Commonwealth. This recommen
dation is accompanied by bill, “ Elimination of Specific 
Divisions of Weekly and Monthly Payments to State 
Employees.”

In view of the institution of the five-day week, we 
believe that provisions of the law covering one-sixth of 
the employee’s weekly pay, or one twenty-fifth of the 
employee’s monthly pay should be eliminated from the 
General Laws.

Very truly yours,

THOMAS H. BUCKLEY,
Chairman.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. At the present time the State Purchasing Agent is 
in charge of all printing for the Commonwealth, but the 
Comptroller is authorized to appoint a printing expert 
to examine the bills for printing. The position has never 
been filled by the Comptroller, since the bills are approved 
by the state purchasing agent. It is the belief of the 
Commission that the employee employed in the printing 
department should be appointed by the state purchasing 
agent as the expert to approve the printing bills.

2. The present legislation requires that the State 
Treasurer receive moneys from the federal government 
in behalf of the Soldiers’ Home of Massachusetts, to be 
paid over to the Treasurer of the Soldiers’ Home for ex
penditure without appropriation. The proposed legis
lation would require that the State Treasurer receive 
moneys from the federal government in behalf of the 
Soldiers’ Home to be deposited in the state treasury and 
be expended after appropriation by the State Legislature.

3. The general law is in conflict with the annual appro
priation act which fixes the travel allowance for private 
cars at oj/i cents per mile. The amount allowed for 
automobile mileage is one which may be changed each 
year by the appropriation act. The subject of travel is 
covered by rules and regulations as promulgated by the 
Commission on Administration and Finance and also 
the provision in the appropriation act.

4. At the present time the state purchasing agent is 
charged with the purchase and marking of all cars owned 
by the Commonwealth, but the Comptroller receives 
records of their use, cost of repairs and operation. It is 
believed by the Commission that the Purchasing Agent 
would have greater use for the records of operation to 
guide his purchasing policies and recommendations rather 
than the Comptroller, so the proposed legislation trans
fers the requirement of reports to the office of the state 
purchasing agent.
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5. The office of the Comptroller, under the present law, 
retains for twenty years all vouchers covering payments 
made by the Commonwealth. There is seldom any refer
ence made to these vouchers after a period of ten years, 
and in the interest of space economy the Commission 
believes the vouchers may be destroyed after ten years.

6. The present law provides for the use of any surplus 
received from operation of the Port of Boston, but does 
not provide for any deficit which may result from such 
operation. The Commission observes that at the con
clusion of the fiscal year 1947 there was a deficit in the 
Port of Boston Fund. There is nothing in the law for the 
disposition of the deficit which now remains in the Port 
of Boston Fund. As the law does provide for the credit
ing to the General Fund of any surplus in the Port of 
Boston Fund, the Commission suggests that provisions 
be made for charging a deficit to the General Fund also.
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