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Cl)e Commontoealtb of 6©as$acf)usetts
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  B a n k in g  a n d  I n s u r a n c e , 

D iv is io n  of  I n s u r a n c e ,
100 N a s h u a  St r e e t , B o sto n  14. December 2, 1947.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chap
ter 30 of the General Laws, as amended, copies of the 
recommendations for legislation to be contained in the 
annual report of the Commissioner of Insurance (Pub. 
Doc. No. 9) are submitted herewith, together with drafts 
of bills embodying the legislation recommended. These 
drafts have been submitted to the Counsel for the House, 
as required by law.

CHARLES F. J. HARRINGTON,
Commissioner of Insurance.
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RECOMM EN ] NATION.

R evision  of I n surance  L a w s .

Since the Commissioner of Insurance presented House 
Bill No. 51, which authorized a revision of the insurance 
laws, to the Legislature in 1947, an abundance of new 
legislation affecting the insurance business has been 
enacted.

The new legislation expands and extends the authority 
of the Commissioner of Insurance in connection writh the 
supervision of activities of the insurance business.

The enactment of the legislation referred to furnishes 
an additional reason for the revision of the insurance laws.

We have previously called attention to the fact that 
the Massachusetts insurance law has not been completely 
revised since 1907. The insurance business has in many 
respects varied its method of operation in the forty years 
which have elapsed since the last insurance law revision. 
Most of the States wherein important insurance interests 
are domiciled have revised insurance codes one or more 
times since 1907.

The Committee on Insurance has adduced evidence 
supporting our opinion that the necessity for the revision 
of the insurance laws is shared by a number of our citizens 
who would be benefited by the adoption of a modern, 
revised and well integrated insurance code of law.

The Department suggests that the work of revising an 
insurance code is a full-time task, and should be authorized 
to be performed under the supervision of a special deputy 
commissioner of insurance or a special deputy attorney 
general who has had experience in drafting insurance law.

The Department recommends that the Committee on 
Insurance, acting under the authority printed in Senate 
Bill No. 607, arrange for the appointment of a special 
deputy commissioner of insurance or a special assistant



1948.1 HOUSE —  No. 78. 3

attorney generai instructed to proceed without interrup
tion to revise the insurance laws of this Commonwealth, 
and to report the results of his activities to the Com
mittee on Insurance.

To facilitate the activities of the designee of the com
mittee the Commissioner of Insurance should be author
ized to provide space in the Division of Insurance. Such 
a provision would make accessible the records of the In
surance Department and the case law, and the opinions 
of the Attorney General pertaining to insurance super
vision.

A resolve to carry out these suggestions is appended 
hereto.
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Accompanying the recommendation of the Commissioner of Insur
ance. Insurance.

Clje Commontoealtfi of e@a$sact)usetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

R e s o l v e  a u t h o r iz in g  t h e  c o m m it t e e  o n  in su r a n c e

TO REVISE THE LAWS RELATING TO INSURANCE AND 
INSURANCE COMPANIES.

1 Resolved, That the Committee on Insurance of the
2 General Court authorized and directed to make an
3 investigation and study under the authority of an
4 Order adopted by the Senate on June tenth, nineteen
5 hundred and forty-seven, and by the House of Repre-
6 sentatives on June nineteenth, nineteen hundred and
7 forty-seven, printed as Senate Bill No. 607 of nine-
8 teen hundred and forty-seven, is hereby authorized
9 to sit during the nineteen hundred and forty-eight

10 session of the General Court and during any recess
11 thereof to revise and recommend any necessary changes
12 in, and additions or amendments to, the laws relating
13 to insurance and insurance companies.
14 Said committee may sit whether or not the General
15 Court is in session, may report to the General Court
16 from time to time by filing interim or partial reports,
17 with or without drafts of legislation, with the Clerk
18 of the House of Representatives, and shall make a
19 final report to the General Court on the results of its
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20 investigation and study and its recommendations, if
21 any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
22 carry said recommendations into effect, by filing the
23 same with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
24 on or before the first Wednesday of December, nine-
25 teen hundred and forty-eight.
26 In connection with the investigation and study pro-
27 vided by this order the committee on insurance shall
28 be provided with quarters in the state house or else-
29 where, may hold hearings, may require the attendance
30 and testimony under oath of witnesses and the pro-
31 duction of books and papers, and may employ such
32 legal, expert, clerical and other assistance as it may
33 deem necessary. The committee may arrange for the
34 appointment of a special deputy commissioner of
35 insurance or a special deputy attorney general who has
36 had experience in the drafting of insurance laws. The
37 committee may arrange with the commissioner of in-
38 surance to furnish office space in the Insurance De-
39 partment at 100 Nashua Street, Boston, for the use
40 of said appointee. The committee may travel within
41 or without the Commonwealth; may incur such other
42 incidental expenses as may be necessary; and for
43 said purposes may expend such sums as have hereto-
44 fore been appropriated or may hereafter be appro-
45 printed therefor.
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