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Accompanying the fifth recommendation of the Department1 of 
Public Health (House, No. 102). Public Health.

Cfte Commontoealtf) of egassacinisettg
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  Act making certain law s relative to gonorrhea

AND SYPHILIS APPLICABLE TO ALL VENEREAL DISEASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 

same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 6 of chapter 111 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 7 of
3 chapter 265 of the acts of 1938, is hereby further
4 amended by adding at the end of the paragraph the
5 following sentence: —  The department shall also
6 have the power to define, and shall from time to
7 time define, what diseases shall be included within
8 the term venereal diseases in the provisions of the
9 laws relative to public health.

1 Section 2. Section 111 of chapter 111 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-
3 tion 14, chapter 265 of the acts of 1938, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out, in the 28th line,
5 the words “ gonorrhea and syphilis”  and inserting
6 in place thereof the words: —  venereal diseases, —-
7 and by striking out in the 30th One the words “ either
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S of said diseases”  and inserting in place thereof the 
9 words: —  a venereal disease as defined under section

10 six of chapter one hundred and eleven, —  so as to
11 read as follows: — Section 111. If a physician knows
12 or has cause to believe that a person whom he visits
13 is infected with a disease dangerous to the public
14 health, or if either eye of an infant whom or whose
15 mother, a physician, or a hospital medical officer
16 registered under section nine of chapter one hundred
17 and twelve, visits becomes inflamed, swollen and red,
18 or shows an unnatural discharge within two weeks
19 after birth, he shall immediately give written notice
20 thereof, signed by him. If the board of health which
21 receives such written notice is the board of health
22 of a town other than that wherein the patient dwells,
23 it shall, immediately upon receipt of such notice,
24 send a copy thereof to the board of health of the town
25 wherein the patient dwells; and, in addition thereto,
26 the board of health which receives such written notice,
27 whether or not it is the board of health of the town
28 wherein the patient dwells, shall send a copy thereof
29 to the board of health of the town in which the patient
30 is known to have contracted such disease and to the
31 board of health of each town in which he is known
32 to have exposed any person to such disease. If a
33 physician or such a hospital medical officer refuses
34 or neglects to give the notice required by this section
35 he shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty
36 nor more than two hundred dollars.
37 The foregoing provisions of this section and the
38 provisions of section one hundred and nine shall not
39 apply to venereal diseases as defined under section
40 six of chapter one hundred and eleven, except in the
41 cases of eye infections in infants under two weeks of
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42 age. Any person having a venereal disease shall
43 be reported to local board of health either directly or
44 through the department in accordance with such
45 special rules and regulations as the department may
46 make, having due regard for the best interests of the
47 public.

1 Section 3. Section 117 of said chapter 111 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 391 of the acts of 1937, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out in the 2d and 3d lines the words,
5 “ gonorrhea and syphilis”  and inserting in place
6 thereof the words: —  venereal diseases as defined
7 under section six of chapter one hundred and eleven, —
8 so as to read as follows: — Section 117. For the
9 purpose of providing treatment for persons suffering

10 from venereal diseases as defined under section six
11 of chapter one hundred and eleven and who are un-
12 able to pay for private medical care, the department
13 shall, or with the cooperation of local boards of health,
14 hospitals, dispensaries, or other agencies may, estab-
15 lish and maintain clinics in such parts of the common-
16 wealth as it may deem most advantageous to the
17 public health, and may otherwise provide treatment
18 for such diseases subject to such rules and regulations
19 as the department may from time to time establish.
20 Cities and towns, separately or jointly, through their
21 boards of health or municipal hospitals, may establish
22 and maintain such clinics. For the purposes of this
23 section, providing treatment shall include providing
24 transportation or the reasonable cost of such trans-
25 portation to and from the place when; treatment is
26 given whenever the patient is not able to pay for such
27 transportation.
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1 Section 4. Section 118 of said chapter 111 of the
2 General Laws, as amended by chapter 44 of the acts of
3 1933, is hereby further amended by striking out in
4 the 3d line the words “ gonorrhea and syphilis” and
5 inserting in place thereof the words: —  venereal
6 diseases, as defined under section six of chapter one
7 hundred and eleven, —  so as to read as follows: —
8 Section 118. No discrimination shall be made against
9 the treatment of venereal diseases as defined under

10 section six of chapter one hundred and eleven, in
11 any general hospital supported by taxation in any
12 city or town where special hospitals, other than
13 hospitals connected with penal institutions, are not
14 provided for the treatment of such diseases at public
15 expense; but any such hospital may establish a
16 separate ward for their treatment.

1 Section 5. Section 119 of said chapter 111 of the
2 General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the 2d line the words
4 “ gonorrhea and syphilis”  and inserting in place
5 thereof the words: —  venereal diseases, as defined
6 under section six of chapter one hundred and eleven, —
7 so as to read as follows: —  Section 119. Hospital,
8 dispensary, laboratory and morbidity reports and
9 records pertaining to venereal diseases as defined

10 under section six of chapter one hundred and eleven
11 shall not be public records and the contents thereof
12 shall not be divulged by any person having charge
13 of or access to the same, except upon proper judicial
14 order or to a person whose official duties, in the
15 opinion of the commissioner, entitle him to receive
16 information contained therein. Violations of this
17 section shall for the first offence be punished by a
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18 fine of not more than fifty dollars, and for a sub-
19 sequent offence by a fine of not more than one hundred
20 dollars.

1 Section 6. Section 121 .of said chapter 111 of the
2 General Laws, as amended by chapter 555 of the
3 acts of 1945, is hereby amended by striking out, in
4 the 2d, 3d and 8th lines, the words “ gonorrhea and
5 syphilis”  and inserting in place thereof the words: —
6 venereal diseases, as defined under section six of
7 chapter one hundred and eleven, —  so as to read as
8 follows :— Section 121. An inmate of a public charitable
9 institution or a prisoner in a penal institution who is

10 afflicted with venereal diseases as defined under sec-
11 tion six of chapter one hundred and eleven, or pulmo-
12 nary tuberculosis shall be forthwith placed under
13 medical treatment, and, if, in the opinion of the
14 attending physician, it is necessary, he shall be isolated
15 until danger of contagion has passed or the physician
16 determines his isolation unnecessary. If at the expira-
17 tion of his sentence he is afflicted with venereal dis-
18 eases as defined under section six of chapter one
19 hundred and eleven, or pulmonary tuberculosis in
20 its contagious or infectious stages, or if, in the opinion
21 of the attending physician of the institution or of
22 such physician as the authorities thereof may consult,
23 his discharge would be dangerous to public health,
24 he shall be placed under medical treatment and cared
25 for as above provided in the institution where he has
26 been confined until, in the opinion of the attending
27 physician, the said symptoms have disappeared and
28 his discharge will not endanger the public health.
29 The expense of his support, not exceeding three dollars
30 and fifty cents a week, shall be paid by the town
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31 where he has a settlement, after notice of the expira-
32 tion of his sentence and of his condition to the board
33 of public welfare thereof, or, if he is a state charge,
34 by the commonwealth after like notice to the depart-
35 ment of public welfare.

1 Section 7. Section 12 of chapter 112 of the
2 Genera! Laws, Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the 2d line, the words
4 “ gonorrhea and syphilis” and inserting in place
5 thereof the words: —  venereal diseases as defined
6 under section six of chapter one hundred and eleven, —
7 so as to read as follows: —  Section 12. Any registered
8 physician or surgeon who knows or has reason to
9 believe that any person is infected with venereal

10 diseases as defined under section six of chapter one
11 hundred and eleven, may disclose such information
12 to any person from whom the infected person has
13 received a promise of marriage or to the parent or
14 guardian of such person if a minor. Such information
15 given in good faith by a registered' physician or
16 surgeon shall not constitute a slander or libel.

1 Section 8. Section 16 of chapter 127 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 344, section 13, of the acts of 1941, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out in the 8th and 9th lines the
5 words “ gonorrhea and syphilis” and inserting in
6 place thereof the words: —  venereal diseases as
7 defined under section six of chapter one hundred and
8 eleven, —  so as to read as follows: — Section 16.
9 The warden of the state prison, the superintendents

10 of the Massachusetts reformatory, the reformatory
11 for women, the state prison colony and the state farm,
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12 and the keepers and masters of jails and houses of
13 correction shall cause a thorough physical examination
14 to be made by a competent physician of each inmate
15 in their respective institutions committed for a term
16 of thirty days’ imprisonment or more. In conducting
17 the examination, special attention shall be given to
18 determining the presence of communicable diseases,
19 particularly venereal diseases as defined under section
20 six of chapter one hundred and eleven, and pulmonary
21 tuberculosis. Keepers and masters of jails and houses
22 of correction shall cause all convicted prisoners serving-
23 a sentence of more than thirty days therein, except
24 prisoners sentenced for nonpayment of fines or of
25 fine and expenses, and all convicted prisoners serving-
26 sentence therein who have been previously com-
27 mitted upon sentence to any penal institution, to be
28 given a thorough psychiatric examination by a psy-
29 chiatrisf appointed under section four of chapter
30 nineteen.
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