
HOUSE No. 193
By Mr. Hedges of Quincy, petition of Charles W. Hedges for legis

lation to provide housing for veterans of World War II. Mercantile 
Affairs.

Ctic CommonUiealtf) of sgassttcfnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act to provide housin g  for  v eter a n s  of world

WAR II.

1 Whereas, An acute shortage of housing still exists
2 in many of the cities and towns of the commonwealth
3 and on account of such shortage many veterans of
4 World War II are unable to obtain shelter for them-
5 selves and their families, and this shortage is likely
6 to continue for a substantial period of time; and in-
7 ability to obtain adequate shelter will cause suffering
8 and disease among such veterans and their families
9 unless such shortage is relieved, therefore this act is

10 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
11 immediate preservation of the public health and
12 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It is hereby declared that an acute
2 shortage of housing exists in many of the cities and
3 towns of the commonwealth; that on account of
4 such shortage many veterans of World War II are
5 unable to obtain shelter for themselves and their
6 families regardless of their ability to pay for such
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7 shelter; that it is likely that this shortage will con-
8 tinue for a substantial period; that on this account a
9 time of public exigency, emergency and distress now

10 exists so that the providing of shelter by the common-
11 wealth is a public function.

1 Section 2. In this act, unless the context other-
2 wise requires, the following words shall have the
3 following meanings: ■—
4 “ Veteran”, a man or woman who served in the
5 army or navy of the United States at any time on or
6 after December seventh, nineteen hundred and forty-
7 one, and before the conclusion of World War II and
8 has been separated therefrom under conditions other
9 than dishonorable. The term shall also include the

10 widow or the mother of a man who so served and
11 who died in said army or navy.
12 “ Take by eminent domain”, take by eminent
13 domain under chapter seventy-nine of chapter eighty
14 A of the General Laws either a fee or rights less ex-
15 tensive than a fee either with respect to the interest
16 taken or the duration of such rights or both.
17 “ Dwelling u n it”, a house or apartment, occupied
18 or designed or available for occupancy as a place of
19 abode by two or more persons closely related by
20 blood or marriage living together as a family.
21 “ State board of housing”, the board created pur-
22 suant to section seventeen of chapter eighteen of the
23 General Laws.

1 Section 3. In order to provide housing for vet-
2 erans of World War II and their families in those
3 areas or localities in which the state board of housing
4 shall find that an acute shortage of housing exists
5 and that such housing would not be otherwise pro-
6 vided, the state board of housing is hereby authorized,
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7 with the approval of the mayor and council of a city
8 or board of selectmen of a town —
9 (a) To acquire land in the name of the common-

10 wealth by purchase, lease, gift, eminent domain or
11 otherwise, or use land already acquired.
12 (b) To hold, develop, improve, build dwelling
13 units upon, manage and care for such land and build-
14 ings constructed thereon, as hereinafter provided and 
15, to enter into all necessary contracts and agreements
16 in the name of the commonwealth therefor. All such
17 construction shall conform to existing local zoning-
18 law§.
19 (c) To rent or sell such dwelling units to veterans
20 at rents or prices they can afford to pay. In de-
21 termining the rents or prices to be charged hereunder,
22 the state board of housing shall take into considera-
23 tion the cost of the property sold or rented, the price
24 of similar property in the open market, and the
25 ability of the veteran purchasing or renting the same
26 to pay therefor. Sales may be for cash or upon such
27 installments, terms and contracts and subject to
28 such mortgages, restrictions and conditions as the
29 state board of housing shall determine.

1 Section 4. When the state board of housing shall
2 find in any area or locality wherein such housing has
3 been constructed that the acute shortage no longer
4 exists or finds that the shortage is otherwise being
5 taken care of, the state board of housing shall sell
6 any housing not otherwise sold, provided that a pref-
7 erence shall be given to veterans.

1 Section 5. So long as the real estate and tangible
2 personal property acquired and constructed under
3 this act is held in the name of the commonwealth it
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4 shall be deemed to be public property used for essential
5 public and governmental purposes and shall be exempt
6 from taxation, betterments and special assessments.

1 Section 6. All moneys borrowed under section
2 seven hereof shall be paid to the state board of
3 housing and shall be disbursed by such state board
4 of housing subject to the provisions of this act. Sub-
5 ject to appropriation, the proceeds from rents and
6 sales shall be used by the state board of housing to
7 pay the expenses for operation and maintenance,
8 including a reasonable allowance for reserves, for
9 repairs, maintenance and replacements not exceeding

10 ten per cent of the gross rents for the first year’s
11 occupancy and for vacancy and collection losses not
12 exceeding three per cent of such gross rents. Any
13 excess of receipts thereover shall be paid annually
14 to the state treasurer by the state board of housing.

1 Section 7. The state treasurer shall, upon the
2 request of the state board of housing, and with the
3 approval of the governor and council, issue and sell at
4 public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth,
5 registered or with interest coupons attached, as he
6 deems best, to an amount to be specified by the state
7 board of housing but not exceeding an aggregate of
8 fifty million dollars, bearing interest payable at such
9 times and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state

10 treasurer. Such bonds shall be designated Housing
11 Bonds and shall be on the serial payment plan for such
12 maximum term of years, not exceeding twenty years,
13 as the governor may recommend to the general court
14 in accordance with section 3 of Article LXII of the
15 Amendments to the Constitution of the Conunon- 
10 wealth.


