
HOUSE No. 272
At the request of Mr. Wenzler of Boston, the petition of Paul A. 

McCarthy and Michael F. Skerry that state-wide uniformity of pre
mium charges be required for certain motor vehicle liability insurance 
policies, was taken from the files of the preceding annual session. 
Insurance.

€f)e Commontoealti) of ^assaciuisetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act r e q u ir in g  st a t e-w id e  u n if o r m it y  o f  pr e m iu m
CHARGES FOR CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY IN
SURANCE POLICIES.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:
1 Section  1. Section 113B of chapter 175 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 4 of chapter 459 of the acts of 1935, is hereby amended
4 by inserting after the word “ charges” in line 4, as
5 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the words: -
6 which shall be uniform throughout the common-
7 wealth, — so that the first paragraph will read as
8 follows: — The commissioner shall, annually on or
9 before September fifteenth, after due hearing and

10 investigation, fix and establish fair and reasonable
11 classifications of risks and adequate, just, reasonable
12 and non-discriminatory premium charges which shall
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13 be uniform throughout the commonwealth to be used
14 and charged by companies in connection with the
15 issue or execution of motor vehicle liability policies
16 or bonds, both as defined in section thirty-four A of
17 chapter ninety, for the ensuing calendar year or any
18 part thereof. He shall, on or before said date, sign
19 memoranda of the classifications and premium charges
20 fixed and established by him in such form as he may
21 prescribe and file the same in his office, and cause a
22 duly certified copy of such classifications and schedule
23 of premium charges forthwith to be transmitted to
24 each company authorized to issue such policies or to
25 execute such bonds. During said calendar year, the
26 classifications and premium charges fixed and estab-
27 lished by the commissioner for such policies shall be
28 used by all companies issuing such policies, and the
29 classifications and premium charges for such bonds
30 shall be used by all companies acting as surety on
31 such bonds.

1 Se c tio n  2. The second paragraph of said section
2 113B, as so amended, is hereby further amended by
3 inserting after the word “ charges” in line 4 the
4 words: — which shall be uniform throughout the
5 commonwealth, — so that the second paragraph will
6 read as follows: — The commissioner shall, annually
7 on or before September fifteenth, after due hearing
8 and investigation, fix and establish adequate, just,
9 reasonable and non-discriminatory premium charges

10 which shall be uniform throughout the commonwealth
11 to be used and charged by companies in connection
12 with the issue or execution of liability policies or
13 bonds, for the ensuing calendar year or any part
14 thereof, which provide indemnity for or protection to
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15 the insured or to the obligor and any person responsi-
16 ble for the operation of the motor vehicle of the in-
17 sured or of the obligor with his express or implied
18 consent against loss by reason of the liability to pay
19 damages to others for bodily injuries, including death
20 at any time resulting therefrom, or consequential
21 damages consisting of expenses incurred by a husband,
22 wife, parent or guardian for medical, nursing, hospital
23 or surgical services in connection with or on account
24 of such bodily injuries or death, sustained during the
25 term of such policy or bond by a guest occupant of
26 such motor vehicle, as defined in section thirty-four A
27 of chapter ninety, and arising out of the ownership,
28 operation, maintenance, control or use upon the ways
29 of the commonwealth of such motor vehicle; pro-
30 vided, that the parties to any such policy or bond
31 may contract for the payment of a higher premium
32 charge than that fixed and established as aforesaid.
33 The provisions of this section applicable to motor
34 vehicle liability policies or bonds, as defined in said
35 section thirty-four A, shall, so far as apt, apply to
36 premium charges fixed under this paragraph.

1 Section  3. Any provision of law or any rule or
2 regulation inconsistent with the complete uniformity
3 throughout the commonwealth of premium charges to
4 be established by the commissioner of insurance,
5 under section one hundred and thirteen B of chapter
6 one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws,
7 is hereby repealed and annulled.
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