
HOUSE . . . .  No. 330
By Mr. Campbell of Medford (by request), petition of Henry F. 

Long (Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation) for legislation to 
increase the fees for the registration of certain motor vehicles or trail
ers exempt from the motor vehicle excise. Highways and Motor 
Vehicles.

Ct)c Commontoealti) of ^assacimsetts

In the \ ear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An  A ct to  in c r e a s e  t h e  f e e s  f o r  t h e  r e g is t r a t io n  of

CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES OR TRAILERS EXEMPT FROM 
THE MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 33 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 595 of the acts
3 of 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out
4 said section and inserting in place thereof the follow-
5 ing new section: —
6 Section 33. The registrar or his authorized agents
7 shall collect fees as follows:
8 For the registration of every motorcycle, one dol-
9 lar and fifty cents.

10 For the registration of every motor bus which is
11 used exclusively under contract for the transporta-
12 tion of school children, two dollars; provided, that
13 any such motor bus may also be used for the trans-
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14 portation of persons to and from church and Sunday
15 school services without the payment of additional
16 registration fee. This paragraph shall apply to the
17 registration of vehicles described herein regardless of
18 whether they are designed to be propelled otherwise
19 than by fuel as defined in section one of chapter
20 sixty-four A, in this section referred to as “ non-
21 gasoline driven” , or designed to be propelled by fuel
22 as so defined, in this section referred to as “ gasoline
23 driven.”
24 (1) For the registration of every non-gasoline
25 driven automobile used for the transportation of
26 goods, wares or merchandise except an electric motor
27 truck or an electric commercial automobile, fifty
28 cents, or, in the case of an electric motor truck or an
29 electric commercial automobile so used, twenty-five
30 cents, and of every gasoline driven automobile so
31 used, fifteen cents, for every hundred pounds of the
32 weight of such vehicle and of its maximum carrying
33 capacity, but in no event less than twenty dollars
34 in the case of a non-gasoline driven automobile so
35 used or six dollars in the case of a gasoline driven
36 automobile so used; provided, that for the registra-
37 tion of every automobile of the semi-passenger type
38 of a carrying capacity not exceeding one thousand
39 pounds used for the transportation of tools, utensils,
40 goods, wares or merchandise, the fee shall be fifteen
41 dollars when non-gasoline driven and four dollars
42 and fifty cents when gasoline driven.
43 (2) For the registration of every non-gasoline
44 driven tractor which is a part of a semi-trailer unit
45 used for the transportation of property, fifty cents
46 for every hundred pounds of the weight of the tractor
47 and of the weight of the heaviest semi-trailer with
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48 which such tractor is combined and operated, plus
49 the maximum carrying capacity of such semi-trailer,
50 and for the registration of every gasoline driven
51 tractor which is a part of a semi-trailer unit so used,
52 fifteen cents for every hundred pounds of the weight
53 of such tractor and of the weight of the heaviest semi-
54 trailer with which such tractor is combined and
55 operated, plus the maximum carrying capacity of
56 such semi-trailer, but in no event less than forty
57 dollars nor more than three hundred dollars in the
58 case of a non-gasoline driven tractor which is part
59 of a semi-trailer unit, or less than twelve dollars
60 nor more than ninety dollars if gasoline driven.
61 (3) For the registration of every semi-trailer drawn
62 by a tractor registered under subdivision (2), one dollar.
63 (4) For the registration of every heavy-duty plat-
64 form trailer, fifteen cents for every hundred pounds
65 of the weight of every such vehicle and its maximum
66 carrying capacity, but in no event less than fifteen
67 dollars.
68 (5) For the registration of every trailer of a carry-
69 ing capacity not exceeding one thousand pounds used
70 for the transportation of commodities in connection
71 with commerce, four dollars and fifty cents, and
72 when not so used, one dollar.
73 (6) For the registration of every non-gasoline
74 driven tractor not a part of a semi-trailer unit, fifty
75 cents for every hundred pounds of the weight of the
76 tractor and its equipment, but in no event less than
77 ten dollars, and for the registration of every gasoline
78 driven tractor not a part of a semi-trailer unit, fifteen
79 cents for every hundred pounds of the weight of the
80 tractor and its equipment, but in no event less than
81 six dollars; except that the fee to be collected for
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82 the registration of a farm tractor not a part of a semi-
83 trailer unit shall be two dollars if the tractor is used
84 exclusively for agricultural purposes. The aforesaid
85 weight shall mean the weight of such vehicle when
86 fully equipped for the road. The commissioner of
87 public works may establish rules for determining
88 the weight of such vehicle and its maximum carrying
89 capacity, and he may in his discretion use the maker’s
90 weight with due allowance for extras.
91 For the registration of every automobile known as
92 a taxicab, fifteen dollars, when non-gasoline driven
93 and four dollars and fifty cents when gasoline driven.
94 For the registration of every motor bus or other
95 motor vehicle, the fee for the registration of which
96 is not hereinbefore provided for, used for carrying
97 passengers for hire and having a seating capacity of
98 seven persons or less, four dollars for each seat when
99 non-gasoline driven and one dollar and twenty cents

100 for each seat when gasoline driven, and for the regis-
101 tration of every such motor bus or other vehicle
102 having a seating capacity in excess of seven persons,
103 five dollars for each seat when non-gasoline driven
104 and one dollar and fifty cents for each seat when
105 gasoline driven, but in no event less than twenty
106 dollars when non-gasoline driven or six dollars when
107 gasoline driven. In determining seating capacity
108 aforesaid the driver’s seat shall not be included. The
109 word “ seat”  as used in this paragraph shall mean
110 the space ordinarily occupied by one person.
111 For the registration of every automobile, the fee
112 for which is not herein otherwise provided for, ac-
113 cording to the following schedule:
114 Less than thirty horse power, ten dollars when
115 non-gasoline driven and three dollars when gasoline
116 driven.
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117 Thirty or more, but less than forty horse power,
118 fifteen dollars when non-gasoline driven and four
119 dollars and fifty cents when gasoline driven.
120 Forty or more, but less than fifty horse power,
121 twenty dollars when non-gasoline driven and six
122 dollars when gasoline driven.
123 Fifty horse power and above, twenty-five dollars
124 when non-gasoline driven and seven dollars and fifty
125 cents when gasoline driven.
126 For the registration of motor vehicles or trailers
127 owned by or under the control of a manufacturer of
128 or dealer in motor vehicles or trailers or motor vehicle
129 bodies or tops or a person engaged in the business of
130 repairing motor vehicles or trailers, including one or
131 more pairs of number plates as requested in writing
132 by the applicant for registration, three dollars for
133 the registration and three dollars for each pair of
134 number plates furnished by the registrar.
135 Notwithstanding any provisions of this section to
136 the contrary, the fee for the registration of motor
137 vehicles or trailers owned and registered by the corn-
138 monwealth or any political subdivision thereof, or
139 owned or registered by a corporation whose personal
140 property is exempt from taxation under clause third
141 of section five of chapter fifty-nine which are exempt
142 from the excise imposed by chapter sixty A, shall be
143 at the rate provided by this section for like motor
144 vehicles when non-gasoline driven.
145 For the registration of every motor vehicle or
146 trailer by an owner who applies therefor under sec-
147 tion two during the period beginning with the first
148 day of October and ending with the thirty-first day
149 of December in any year, one half of the fee for a
150 full year’s registration of said vehicle.
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151 For the substitution of the registration of an auto-
152 mobile for that of a vehicle previously registered, in
153 accordance with section two, one dollar.
154 For the substitution of the registration of a motor-
155 cycle for that of a vehicle previously registered, in
156 accordance with section two, fifty cents.
157 For every license to operate motor vehicles or any
158 renewal thereof, two dollars, but no fee shall be col-
159 lected for the renewal of a special license to operate
160 motor-propelled fire apparatus.
161 For the first examination given to an applicant
162 for a license or for a renewal of a license to operate
163 motor vehicles, two dollars; and for each subsequent
164 examination, one dollar.
165 For every additional copy of a certificate of regis-
166 tration or license, one dollar.
167 For every certified copy of any application or
168 notice filed with the registrar and for every certified
169 copy of a certificate of registration or license, one
170 dollar.
171 For every additional number plate furnished to
172 replace such plates as have been lost or mutilated or
173 are illegible, one dollar.
174 The registrar or his authorized agent may, how-
175 ever, furnish without charge copies of certificates of
176 registration and licenses to operate, and copies of
177 other documents relating thereto, to officers of the
178 commonwealth or of any court thereof or of a city or
179 town therein; and the registrar may issue certificates
180 of registration for motor vehicles and licenses to
181 operate the same to any member of the foreign diplo-
182 matic corps or to any foreign consular officer who is
183 not a citizen of the United States without the pay-
184 ment of the fees therefor.



.

I



'


