
HOUSE No. 392

By Messrs. Lobel of Boston and Partridge of Watertown, petition 
of Clark B. Partridge, Louis Lobel, Peter J. Jordan and William H. J. 
Rowan for legislation to provide for the destruction of ragweed and 
certain other species of weeds and plants for the purpose of aiding in 
the suppression of hay fever. Public Health.

C&e Commontoealti) of Qiassacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act to provide for the destruction of ragweed

AND CERTAIN OTHER SPECIES OF WEED, PLANT OR 

GROWTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF AIDING IN THE SUPPRES

SION OR ALLEVIATION OF HAY FEVER, SO CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and eleven of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 one hundred and forty-two, under the title suppres-
4 SION OR ALLEVIATION OF HAY FEVER, the following
5 new section: —
6 Section 1^2A. The board of health in any city or
7 town, or its agents, may inspect any land, roadside
8 or other place, whether on public or private property,
9 where any ragweed or other species of weed, plant or

10 growth is growing, which is noxious or detrimental to
11 public health, or the seed, pollen or other emanation
12 whereof, when carried through the air or otherwise
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13 dispersed, is noxious or detrimental to the public
14 health, and may serve upon the owner, occupant or
15 person in charge of such place written notice of the
16 existence of such ragweed or other growth with a
17 statement that it constitutes a public nuisance, to-
18 gether with directions to abate the same, giving the
19 methods for such abatement, and stating a time within
20 which the nuisance must be abated. If the person
21 so notified refuses or neglects to destroy such rag-
22 weed or other growth within the time prescribed, the
23 board of health may cause the same to be destroyed
24 and may employ all necessary assistants for this pur-
25 pose, who may enter upon any public or private
26 property, if such entry is necessary for the purpose.
27 Upon the completion of the destruction thereof the
28 board of health shall certify in writing to the owner or
29 person in charge of the property the amount of the
30 cost of such destruction, and if this amount is not
31 paid to the city or town within ninety days thereafter,
32 the same may be recovered by suit, together with the
33 costs of the suit.


