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By Mr. Donlan of Boston, petition of Edmond J. Donlan that 
holders of restaurant liquor licenses be required to receive tavern 
licenses in substitution unless their sales of food equal one half of their 
sales of alcoholic beverages. Legal Affairs.

C fte  C o m m o n to e a ltJ)  o f ^ a s s a c iju o c t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct  p r o v id in g  t h a t  h o l d e r s  o f  r e s t a u r a n t  l iq u o r

LICENSES, SO-CALLED, SHALL LOSE SUCH LICENSES AND 

RECEIVE TAVERN LICENSES IN SUBSTITUTION UNLESS 

THEIR SALES OF FOOD EQUAL AT LEAST ONE HALF OF 

THEIR SALES OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 138 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding after section 12 the following new section: —
3 Section 12A. Notwithstanding any of the provi-
4 sions of this chapter, any restaurant licensed as such
5 to sell alcoholic beverages under the provisions of
6 section twelve shall be treated by its local licensing
7 authority as a tavern and not as a restaurant, as both
8 are defined in section one, and shall be subject to the
9 provisions of this chapter applicable to taverns; and

10 its license to sell alcoholic beverages as a restaurant
11 shall be revoked forthwith and a tavern license, sub-
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12 ject to the provisions of section eleven A, substituted
13 therefor, unless the holder of such restaurant license
14 shall on or before the first day of February, nineteen
15 hundred and forty-nine, file with its local licensing
16 authority an affidavit, sworn to under the penalties
17 of perjury, that the dollar value of its gross sales of
18 food for the calendar year of nineteen hundred and
19 forty-eight- was at least one half the dollar value for
20 said period of its gross sales of alcoholic beverages.
21 Such affidavit shall state the annual gross sales of
22 both food and alcoholic beverages. The local licensing
23 authority shall have the power to make investigations
24 to determine the truth of such affidavits and to ex-
25 amine the books of the restaurant licensees filing such
26 affidavits; and if satisfied, after public hearing, that
27 an affidavit was wilfully false, may revoke such restau-
28 rant license.
29 If a tavern license has been issued by a local licens-
30 ing authority in substitution for a restaurant license
31 under the provisions of this section, the holder thereof
32 shall not apply during the same calendar year for a
33 new restaurant license.


