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By Mr. Partridge of Watertown, petition of the Massachusetts 
Advisory Committee for the Control of Dutch Elm Disease for legis
lation to provide for the assistance of towns in the control of the 
Dutch elm disease. Conservation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act for the assistance of towns in  the control

OF THE DUTCH ELM DISEASE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make further
3 provision immediately for the control of the Dutch
4 elm disease, therefore it is declared to be an emergency
5 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
6 public health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hoiise of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. To assist towns in the control of the
2 Dutch elm disease, for a period of three years from
3 the date of the passage of this act, after any town
4 with a valuation of less than five million dollars has
5 spent in any one calendar year the sum equal to
6 one fiftieth of one per cent of its valuation for equip-
7 ment, insecticides and labor for the pruning, removal
8 or spraying of the public elms, or for the elimination
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9 of cut elm wood in town dumps, woodpiles and other
10 locations, which wood serves as a breeding place for
11 the elm bark beetles, the carriers of the disease, the
12 state will reimburse the town for one half of any
13 moneys spent beyond the sum above mentioned;
14 provided, that, no town shall be so reimbursed by the
15 state in any one year by more than three hundred
16 dollars.

1 Section 2. No town shall be entitled to any
2 reimbursement from the commonwealth until it has
3 submitted to the comptroller itemized accounts,
4 vouchers and affidavits by the proper town officers,
5 showing the definite amount expended by it for the
6 purpose of controlling the Dutch elm disease, nor
7 shall any money be paid out of the state treasury to
8 towns until said vouchers and accounts have been
9 approved by the comptroller.

1 Section 3. For the purposes of this act, the valua-
2 tion of a town shall mean the valuation of such town
3 as determined by the last preceding valuation made
4 for the purpose of apportioning the state tax.

1 Section 4. For the purposes of this act there is
2 hereby appropriated the sum of dollars.


