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By Mr. Barrus of Goshen, petition of Lena W. Barrus and others 
for legislation to establish the handicraft board and relative to defin
ing its powers and duties. State Administration.

C fte  C o m m o n to e a ltJ)  o f e ^ a s s a c fw s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act establishing the handicraft board and de
fining its duties and those of the director of

HANDICRAFTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Handicraft Board.— There shall be a
2 Massachusetts handicraft board serving directly under
3 the governor and council, consisting of six citizens of
4 the commonwealth to be appointed by the governor,
5 with the advice and consent of the council, for terms
6 of six years each, and the commissioner of education
7 as a member ex officio. Of the members originally
8 appointed hereunder, two shall be appointed for a
9 period of two years, two for four years and two for

10 six years. Not less than four of the appointive mem-
11 bers and their successors shall be chosen from a list
12 of at least ten nominees submitted by the Massachu-
13 setts association of handicraft groups. No appointive
14 member shall be eligible to succeed himself on said
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15 board. The governor, with like advice and consent,
16 shall fill any vacancy occurring upon said board by
17 the appointment of a suitable person to serve during
18 the period of the unexpired term.

1 Section 2. The Handicraft Board shall elect its
2 Own Chairman. — The board shall appoint a well-
3 qualified director of handicrafts, who shall devote his
4 entire time and efforts to the development of handi-
5 crafts throughout the state, and whose term of service
6 shall be at the pleasure of the board. The director’s
7 salary shall be fixed by the board.

1 Section 3. The purpose of the board shall be to
2 assist the handicrafts movement in the common-
3 wealth by developing artistic standards, providing in-
4 formation about handicrafts, encouraging educational
5 efforts, and advising in the marketing of fine craft
6 products; and, without limiting the generality of the
7 foregoing, by lending advice and assistance in the
8 improvement of handicraft instruction to adults and
9 to children throughout the commonwealth, and by

10 fostering handicraft programs among disabled vet-
11 erans and others. The board shall co-operate with
12 other branches of the state and municipal govern-
13 ments and private organizations in carrying out its
14 purpose. The board shall annually submit to the
15 governor and the members of the general court a re-
16 port as to its financial expenditures and its work in
17 carrying out the purposes of the board.

1 Section 4. The board shall be provided with
2 suitable offices in the commonwealth, and may expend
3 for office furniture and furnishings, stationery, print-
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4 ing, incidental expenses, and other expenses neces-
5 sary or reasonable in connection with its duties, such
6 sum as may be appropriated therefor. The board
7 may employ such persons as may be necessary to carry
8 on efficiently the purpose of the board. In employ-
9 ing such persons, the board shall seek the advice of

10 the Massachusetts association of handicraft groups.
11 The members of the board shall serve without com-
12 pensation, but they shall be reimbursed for necessary
13 travel and other expenses and disbursements incurred
14 or expended in the performance of their official duties.

1 Section 5. The sum of twenty thousand dollars
2 shall be appropriated to carry out the foregoing pro-
3 visions for a period of one year following the enact-
4 ment hereof.
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