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By Mr. Lombard of Fitchburg (by request), petition of the Northern 
Worcester County Board of Realtors for legislation to provide for 
the abatement of local real estate taxes for veterans of World War II 
in certain cases. Taxation.

€&e Commontoealtb of e^assac&usetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An A ct to  p r o v id e  f o r  a b a t e m e n t  o f  l o c a l  r e a l

ESTATE TAXES FOR VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II IN 

CERTAIN CASES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which in part is to make
3 immediately available to certain veterans the abate-
4 ment provisions contained in the act, therefore this
5 act is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
6 sary for the immediate preservation of the public
7 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1 . Chapter 59 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 59, as
3 amended, the following section:—•
4 Section 59A. Any resident of Massachusetts who
5 was discharged from the army, navy, marine corps,
6 coast guard, women’s army corps, waves, spars or
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7 women s marine corps auxiliary of the United States, 
S under such conditions as to be entitled to benefits 
■’ under the service-men’s readjustment act of nineteen 

M) hundred and forty-four, if a bona fide owner of real
11 estate within the commonwealth shall, on written
12 application made on or before November first in any
13 calendar year to the board of assessors in the city or
14 town where the real estate is situated, be entitled to
15 an adjustment of the assessed value of said real
16 estate, as follows:
17 If said real estate was in existence in substantially
18 the same condition on January first, nineteen hundred
19 and forty-two, as it is found to be in on January
20 first next preceding the date of application for ad-
21 justment of assessment hereunder, then the assessors
22 of the city or town, to which written application for
23 adjustment of assessment is made by the applicant
24 hereunder, shall make a partial abatement of the
25 taxes assessed on such real estate in an amount which
26 will result in the tax not exceeding that at which it
27 was assessed on January first, nineteen hundred and
28 forty-two; or
29 If said real estate has undergone a substantial
30 change in value between January first, nineteen
31 hundred and forty-two, and the January first next
32 preceding the date of application for abatement here-
33 under then the assessors of the city or town to which
34 written application is made shall abate the assessment
35 on said real estate by two-thirds of the fair value
36 thereof as determined by said assessors on the January
37 first next preceding the date of application; and
38 Provided, further, that no applicant hereunder
39 shall be entitled to more than fifteen annual abate-
40 ments nor shall this section apply to real estate ac-



41 quired on or after January first, nineteen hundred
42 and fifty-five.

1 Section 2. This shall take effect as of January
2 first, nineteen hundred and forty-eight.
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