
HOUSE No. 924
By Mr. Dean of Oakham, petition of George W. Dean and George 

F. Martin, Jr., for legislation to establish the powers and duties of 
the chief moth superintendent in the Department of Conservation. 
Conversation.

Cfte Commontoealtb of epassarfmsetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act establishing the powers and duties of the

CHIEF MOTH SUPERINTENDENT IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF CONSERVATION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 in part defeat its purpose which is to make immedi-
3 ately effective the powers and duties of the chief moth
4 superintendent in the department of conservation, as
5 outlined therein, therefore it is hereby declared to be
6 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
7 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by (he authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 21 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding at the end the following
3 section: —
4 Section IS. The commissioner shall appoint and
5 remove a chief moth superintendent, who shall serve
6 in the department but neither he nor his employees
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shall be subject to the director of tire division of 
forestry therein. Said superintendent shall perform 
such duties as the commissioner may require, and 
shall be allowed necessary traveling expenses for 
himself and his employees in the discharge of their 
duties. Said superintendent shall be qualified by 
training and experience to perform the duties of his 
office.

Se c tio n  2. Section 1 of chapter 132 of the Gen
eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 
36 of chapter 490 of the acts of 1941, is hereby further 
amended by striking out, in the 3d to 5th lines, in
clusive, the words “ act for the commonwealth in 
suppressing the gypsy and brown tail moths and tent 
caterpillars; shall” , — so as to read as follows: — 
Section 1. The director of the division of forestry 
in the department of conservation, in this chapter 
called the forester, shall promote the perpetuation, 
extension and proper management of the public and 
private forest lands of the commonwealth; shall give 
such a course of instruction to the students of the 
Massachusetts state college on the art and science of 
forestry as may be arranged by the trustees of the 
college and the forester; and shall perform such other 
duties as may be imposed upon him by the governor 
and council.

Section 3. Said chapter 132 is hereby further 
amended by inserting after section 1, as amended, 
the following section : —

Section 1A. The chief moth superintendent, in 
this chapter called the chief superintendent, shall 
act for the commonwealth in suppressing the pests
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7 declared in section eleven to be public nuisances, and
8 shall perform such other duties as may be imposed
9 upon him by the commissioner. He shall keep a

10 record of all expenditures and prepare an annual
11 report for the commissioner; and, subject to the
12 approval of the commissioner, may make such rules
13 and regulations and establish such quarantines govern-
14 ing suppression operations by cities, towns, and per-
15 sons as may be necessary.

1 Se c tio n  4. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 4, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 4- The commissioner shall make an annual
6 report of the acts of the forester and also an annual
7 report of the acts of the chief superintendent. Said
8 report of the chief superintendent shall include a
9 statement of the total expenditures, from funds of the

10 commonwealth, given to the several cities and towns
11 in suppressing heavily infested areas. Said report of
12 the commissioner shall include the account of all
13 money invested in each state forest and of the annual
14 income and expense thereof, and the report of the
15 state fire warden required by section twenty-eight of
16 chapter forty-eight.

1 Section  5. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 8, as so appearing,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 Section 8. The chief superintendent, and the
5 clerks, agents and other employees employed by the
6 chief superintendent may, while engaged in and for
7 the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
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8 chapter relative to any duty of the chief superin-
9 tendent, enter upon any land; and any local moth

10 superintendent, hereafter referred to in this chapter
11 as local superintendent, appointed and approved as
12 provided in section thirteen, or any agent or employee
13 of any such local superintendent may enter upon any
14 land within his town, in each instance for the purpose
15 of determining if such land is infested with the pests
16 referred to in section eleven as public nuisances or
17 the extent to which such land is infested.

1 Se c tio n  6. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 11, as amended by
3 section 3 of chapter 415 of the acts of 1937, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section : —
5 Section 11. The chief superintendent may, subject
6 to the approval of the commissioner, make rules and
7 regulations governing all operation by cities and
8 towns or persons for the purpose of suppressing the
9 gypsy and brown tail moths, their pupae, nests, eggs

10 and caterpillars, and tent caterpillars, cankerworms,
11 oriental hag moth and elm leaf beetles, which destroy
12 forest and shade tree foliage and are hereby declared
13 public nuisances.
14 He may make contracts on behalf of the common-
15 wealth; shall study and promote improved methods
16 of suppressing such public nuisances; may act in
17 co-operation with any person, any other state, the
18 United States, or any foreign government; and, with-
19 out limiting the generality of the foregoing phrase, shall
20 act in co-operation with federal and state agencies
21 engaged in study or control of the Japanese beetle
22 and Dutch elm disease; may conduct investigations
23 and gather and distribute information concerning
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24 such public nuisances; may offer prizes to pupils in
25 the elementary grades of public and private schools
26 for the collection of the egg clusters of the tent cater-
27 pillar; may conduct investigations and gather and
28 distribute information concerning such public nui-
29 sances; may advise, make use of, and require the use
30 of all lawful means of suppressing such public nui-
31 sances; may lease real estate when he deems it neces-
32 sary, and, with the approval of the authority in
33 charge, may use any real or personal property of the
34 commonwealth; may at all times enter upon any
35 land; shall prepare for students or the public such
36 lectures, exhibits or information relative to such
37 public nuisances as may be required; shall personally,
38 and by his employees, supervise such suppression
39 work performed by the cities and towns and the
40 expenditure of funds therefor; for any and all of such
41 purposes may employ such assistants and agents,
42 including expert advisers, as he deems necessary;
43 and, in the undertakings aforesaid, may, in accord-
44 ance with this chapter, expend the sums appropriated
45 or donated therefor; but no expenditure shall be
46 made or liability incurred in excess of such appro-
47 priations and donations. He shall annually in January
48 notify each city and town of its financial liability
49 for such suppression work for the then current year.
50 No owner or occupant of an estate infested by the
51 aforesaid public nuisances shall by reason thereof be
52 civilly or criminally liable except to the extent and
53 in the manner and form set forth in this chapter.

1 Sec tio n  7. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 12, as amended by
3 section 4 of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
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5 Section 12. Whoever wilfully resists or obstructs
6 the chief superintendent, any local superintendent,
7 or any officer of the town, or a servant or agent duly
8 employed by any of said officers, while such person
9 is engaged in suppressing any public nuisance referred

10 to in section eleven or knowingly fails to comply with
11 the rules, regulations or quarantines issued by the
12 chief superintendent and approved in writing by the
13 chief superintendent shall be punished by a fine of
14 not more than twenty-five dollars.

1 Sec tio n  8. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 13, as most recently
3 amended by section 5 of said chapter 415, and insert-
4 ing in place thereof the following section: —
5 Section 13. The mayor in cities and the selectmen
6 in towns shall annually appoint a local moth super-
7 intendent for the suppression of public nuisances
8 referred to in section eleven. In cities, such appoint-
9 ments shall be made on or before January fifteenth;

10 and in towns, within ten days after the organization
11 of the board of selectmen. Said local superintendents
12 shall, under the advice and general direction of the
13 chief superintendent, destroy the eggs, caterpillars,
14 larvae, pupae, and nests of such public nuisances
15 within his jurisdiction except in parks and other
16 property under control of the commonwealth, and
17 except in private property as otherwise provided
18 herein. No appointment by a mayor or selectmen of
19 a local superintendent shall take effect unless and
20 until approved in writing, within thirty days after
21 receipt of notice of such appointment, by the chief
22 superintendent and commissioner, and when so ap-
23 proved notice of the appointment and approval shall
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24 be given forthwith in writing by the mayor or select-
25 men to the local superintendent. If the chief super-
26 intendent fails to approve, within thirty days after
27 receiving notice of the appointment of a local superin-
28 tendent appointed, in a city by the mayor on or
29 before January fifteenth, or in a town by the select-
30 men within ten days after the organization of the
31 board of selectmen, a local superintendent for said
32 city or town shall forthwith be appointed by the
33 commissioner, and shall have all the powers and
34 perform all the duties of a local superintendent locally
35 appointed.

1 Sec tio n  9. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 14, as amended by
3 section 6 of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 14- When any city or town, the valuation
6 of which does not exceed six million dollars, shall
7 have expended within its limits city or town funds
8 to an amount in excess of one twenty-fifth of one
9 per cent of its valuation in any one year ending

10 November thirtieth in suppressing public nuisances
11 referred to in section eleven, the commonwealth shall
12 spend within the limits of said city or town for the
13 purpose of suppressing the remaining infestation of
14 such public nuisances such funds, and shall furnish
15 such supplies and services, as the chief superintendent,
16 after inspection, may find necessary.
17 When any city or town, the valuation of which is
18 greater than six million dollars and in which one
19 twenty-fifth of one per cent of such valuation is less
20 than five thousand dollars, shall have expended
21 within its limits city or town funds to an amount
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22 exceeding such one twenty-fifth of one per cent in
23 anj- one year ending November thirtieth in suppressing
24 public nuisances referred to in section eleven, and an
25 area of serious infestation by such public nuisances
26 still remains in such city or town, the commonwealth
27 shall expend within the limits of the city or town for
28 the purpose of suppressing the remaining infestation
29 of such public nuisances a sum, or shall furnish such
30 services and supplies to an amount, not exceeding
31 fifty per cent of such excess over said one twenty-fifth
32 of one per cent.
33 When any town of eighty or more square miles in
34 area, not less than one third of which is woodland,
35 shall have expended more than fifty per cent in excess
36 of its liability in suppressing public nuisances, the
37 commonwealth may offer such additional assistance
38 as the commissioner and chief superintendent deem
39 necessary to combat the remaining infestation.
40 In determining the amount of assistance to be
41 rendered to any city or town under this section, the
42 chief superintendent shall take into consideration,
43 as a basis for the need of further expenditures, the
44 area involved, the possible spread menace and the
45 degree of infestation.
46 No city or town shall be entitled to any assistance
47 from the commonwealth under this section until it
48 has submitted to the chief superintendent, for sub-
49 mission to the comptroller, itemized accounts and
50 vouchers showing the definite amount expended by it
51 for the purpose of suppressing said public nuisances,
52 nor shall any money be paid out of the state treasury
53 to cities or towns until said vouchers and accounts
54 have been approved monthly by the chief superin-
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55 tendent and the comptroller, nor unless said expendi-
56 tures shall have been duly authorized and approved
57 by the chief superintendent and the performance of
58 said work meets with his approval.
59 For the purposes of this section and of section six-
60 teen, the valuation of a city or town shall mean the
61 valuation of such city or town as determined by the last
62 pi eceding \ aluation made for the purpose of appor-
63 tioning the state tax.

64 Nothing in this section shall be construed to entitle
65 a city oi town to reimbursement for the suppression of
66 such public nuisances until a specific appropriation
67 therefor has been made available by the general court.

1 Snci ion 10. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 15, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 15. Every city or town in rendering the
6 account required by section fourteen shall deduct
7 from such amount as it has expended the total amount
8 expended, whether or not assessed and collected, for
9 private work or work performed under section eight-

10 een during the term covered by the account, if such
11 work was performed under the conditions of section
12 eighteen. In addition, the local superintendent shall
13 annually in December furnish the chief superintendent
14 with an itemized voucher showing the total amount
15 of private work performed in his city or town. In the
16 absence of such record or voucher, the chief superin-
17 tendent shall use in lieu thereof, for the purposes of
18 apportioning reimbursement, a sum equal to four
19 thirds of the town liability.
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1 Section 10A. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 14, as amended,
3 the following section: —
4 Section 14.A. For the purposes of this chapter
5 relative to the suppression of public nuisances referred
6 to in section eleven, reimbursement to a city or a
7 town may, in the discretion of the chief superintendent,
8 consist in whole or in part of supplies, labor, services
9 or loan of equipment.

1 Se c tio n  11. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 16, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 16. When, in the opinion of the chief
6 superintendent, any city or town is not expending a
7 sufficient amount for the suppression of the public
8 nuisances referred to in section six, or is not con-
9 ducting the necessary work in a proper manner, the

10 chief superintendent shall, with the advice and con-
11 sent of the commissioner, order such city or town to
12 expend such an amount as the chief superintendent
13 shall deem necessary, and in accordance with such
14 methods as the chief superintendent, writh the consent
15 of the commissioner, shall prescribe; provided, that
16 no city or town where the valuation exceeds six million
17 dollars shall be required to expend, exclusive of any
18 reimbursement received from the commonwealth,
19 during any one full year more than one fifteenth of
20 one per cent of such valuation, and that no town
21 where the valuation is less than six million dollars
22 shall be required to expend, exclusive of any reim-
23 bursement received from the commonwealth, during
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24 any one full year more than one twenty-fifth of one
25 per cent of such valuation.

1 Se c tio n  12. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 17, as amended by
3 section 6A of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 17. Any city or town failing to comply
6 with the directions of the chief superintendent in the
7 performance of said work within the date specified
8 by him shall pay a fine of one hundred dollars a day
9 for failure to do so, said fine to be collected by in-

10 formation brought by the attorney general in the
11 supreme judicial court for Suffolk county. Any city
12 or town failing to appropriate for control of such
13 public nuisances the sum, not exceeding its liability,
14 recommended by the chief superintendent shall pay a
15 fine of one hundred dollars a day for the duration of
16 such failure to do so, said fine to be collected by the
17 attorney general in the supreme judicial court for
18 Suffolk county.
19 In case of emergency, or where there is great or
20 immediate danger of the increase or spread of such
21 public nuisances due to the neglect of any city or
22 town to comply with the provisions of this chapter
23 relating to the suppression of such public nuisances,
24 the chief superintendent, with the consent of the
25 commissioner, may initiate or continue the work of
26 suppression within such city or town for such a period
27 as he may deem necessary. The cost of such work
28 including that done on private estates, less any sum
29 due from the commonwealth by way of reimburse-
30 ments on account of said work, shall be certified by
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31 the chief superintendent to the state treasurer, and
32 be collected by him as an additional state tax upon
33 the city or town so failing to comply with the require-
34 ments of the law. The chief superintendent may also
35 in case of emergency, subject to the approval of the
36 commissioner, carry on wholly or in part such opera-
37 tion as may be necessary to check the spreading of
38 such public nuisances in parks not under the control
39 of the commonwealth, and in cemeteries, woodlands,
40 and other places of public resort. The amount to be
41 so expended in any one year shall not exceed ten per
42 cent of the appropriations made for the year by the
43 commonwealth for the purpose of suppressing said
44 public nuisances. The chief superintendent may also
45 take complete control of the work of suppressing such
46 public nuisances in such cities and towns as may
47 through the proper officials request it. The cost of
48 such work shall be certified by the chief superin-
49 tendent to the state treasurer, and shall be collected
50 by him as an additional state tax upon the city or
51 town wherein such work is performed; provided, that
52 no city or town shall be required to pay more for
53 such work than would have been its liability as de-
54 fined by section sixteen.

1 Se c tio n  13. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 18 as amended by
3 section 6B of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 18. The mayor of every city and the
6 selectmen of every town shall, on or before November
7 first in each year, and at such other times as he or
8 they shall see fit or as the chief superintendent may
9 order, cause a notice to be sent to the owner, so far
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10 as can be ascertained, of every parcel of land therein
11 which is infested with such public nuisances; or, if
12 such notification appears to be impracticable, by
13 posting such notice on said parcels of land, requiring
14 that the eggs, caterpillars, larvae, pupae and nests of
15 such public nuisances shall be destroyed within a
16 time specified therein. The publication of the notice
17 in newspapers published or circulated in the city or
18 town at least three times during the month of October
19 shall be deemed a compliance with the law, if in the
20 opinion of the mayor or selectmen such publication
21 will be a sufficient notice.
22 When, in the opinion of the mayor or selectmen, the
23 cost of destroying such eggs, caterpillars, larvae,
24 pupae, or nests of such public nuisances on land
25 contiguous and held under one ownership in a city or
26 town shall exceed one half of one per cent of the
27 assessed value thereof, a part of said premises on which
28 said eggs, caterpillars, larvae, pupae, or nests of such
29 public nuisances shall be destroyed may be desig-
30 nated in such notice, and such requirements shall
31 not apply to the remainder of said premises. The
32 mayor or selectmen may designate the manner in
33 which such work shall be done, but all work done
34 under this section shall be subject to the approval of
35 the chief superintendent.
36 If the owner shall fail to destroy such eggs, cater-
37 pillars, larvae, pupae, or nests of such public nui-
38 sanees as required by said notice, the city or town,
39 acting by the local superintendent appointed under
40 section thirteen, shall, subject to the approval of the
41 said chief superintendent, destroy the same, and the
42 amount actually expended thereon, not exceeding
43 one half of one per cent of the assessed valuation of
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44 said lands, as heretofore specified in this section, shall
45 be assessed upon the said lands; and such an amount
46 in addition as shall be required shall be apportioned
47 between the city or town and the commonwealth in
48 accordance with section fourteen. The amounts to 
■19 be assessed upon private estates as herein provided
50 shall be assessed and collected and shall be a lien on
51 said estates, in the same manner and with the same
52 effect as in the case of assessments for street watering.

1 Se c tio n  14. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 19, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 19. If in the opinion of the assessors of a
6 city or town, any land therein has received by reason
7 of the suppression of said public nuisances thereon by
8 said chief superintendent or by said city or town a
9 special benefit beyond the general advantage to all

10 land in the city or town, then the said assessors shall
11 determine the value of such special benefit and shall
12 assess the amount thereof upon said land; provided,
13 that no such assessment on lands contiguous and held
14 under one ownership shall exceed one half of one per
15 cent of the assessed valuation of said lands; and
16 provided, that no such assessment on lands contiguous
17 and held under one ownership shall exceed one half of
18 one per cent of the assessed valuation of said lands;
19 and provided, that the owner or owners shall have
20 deducted from such assessment the amount paid and
21 expended by them during the twelve months last
22 preceding the date of such assessment toward sup-
23 pressing the said nuisances on said lands, if, in the
24 opinion of the assessors such amount has been ex-
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25 pended in good faith. Such assessment shall be a
26 hen upon the land for three years from the first day
27 of January next after the assessment has been made,
28 and shall be collected under a warrant of the assessors
29 to the collector of taxes of such city or town, in the
30 manner and upon the terms and conditions and in
31 the exercise of the powers and duties so far as they
32 may be applicable, prescribed by chapter sixty, and
33 real estate sold under warrant shall be subject to the
34 provisions of said chapter relative to land sold for
35 taxes.

1 Section 15. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 22, as amended by
3 section 7 of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 22. A person aggrieved by the taxes as-
6 sessed upon him for the suppression of such public
7 nuisances, pursuant to section eighteen or nineteen,
8 may, within six months after the date of the first tax
9 bill issued on account of the taxes complained of,

10 apply to the assessors for the abatement thereof, who
11 may make such abatement as they deem reasonable.

1 bECTioN 16. Said chapter 132 is hereby further

2 amended by striking out section 23, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 23. The assessors shall not abate a tax
6 under section twenty-two except upon the written
7 recommendation of the local superintendent who
8 certified the assessment in question to the assessors
9 or provided them with the information as to the work 

10 performed, upon which such tax was assessed, unless
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11 the error or excess complained of originated in the
12 work of the assessors who laid the tax; or unless
13 such a tax remaining unpaid is the sole cause of pre-
14 venting the sale of, or the giving of a clear title to,
15 real estate.

1 Section 17. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 24, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 24- The assessors shall keep a record of
6 all such taxes abated and shall preserve for three
7 years all written recommendations received under
8 section twenty-three. They shall furnish the col-
9 lector of taxes with a certificate of each abatement,

10 which shall relieve him from the collection of the sum
11 abated.

1 Section 18. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 25, as amended by
3 section 8 of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 25. The city forester or local superin-
6 tendent having charge of the suppression of public
7 nuisances referred to in section six in each city and
8 town shall have like jurisdiction over all other foliage-
9 destroying insects within the limits of his city or town.

10 In the absence of such forester or local superintendent,
11 the mayor or selectmen may temporarily deputize
12 the tree warden to perform such duties.

1 Section 19. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 26, as amended by
3 section 9 of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
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5 Section 26. The city forester, local superintendent,
6 or other officer designated in section twenty-five, or
7 their agents, may enter upon private lands for sup-
8 pression work done under said section twenty-five, as
9 provided by sections eighteen and nineteen, and the

10 owners of such private lands may be taxed for such
11 suppression work as so provided; provided, that
12 nothing contained in this section shall require the
13 commonwealth to pay any part of any expense so
14 incurred on private property; and provided, further,
15 that no land shall be assessed hereunder which has
16 been assessed the maximum amount provided by
17 sections eighteen and nineteen, and the aggregate
18 assessment on any parcel of private land for suppres-
19 sion of public nuisances referred to in section eleven
20 and for work under section twenty-five shall not
21 exceed the maximum provided by said sections.

1 Section 20. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 27, as amended by
3 section 10 of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 27. To assist in suppressing the public
6 nuisances referred to in section eleven, the local
7 superintendent in any city or town may furnish, at
8 cost, to any owner of real estate situated within said
9 city or town, arsenate of lead, other spraying materials

10 or creosote. Such materials shall be used only for
11 the suppression of such public nuisances and only
12 upon the land of the purchaser.

1 Section 21. Said chapter 132 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 28, as amended by
3 section 11 of said chapter 415, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
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5 Section 28. The amounts due for material furnished
6 under section twenty-seven shall be charged by the
7 local superintendent or other proper officer to the
8 owners of private estates, and shall be collected in
9 the same way as amounts assessed in private work

10 and shall be a lien on said estates in the same manner
11 as said assessments. The amounts thus charged shall
12 be deducted from the total amount expended in each
13 city or town for the suppression of public nuisances as
14 provided in section fifteen.

1 Sec tio n  22. Section twenty-nine of said chapter
2 one hundred and thirty-two, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby repealed.

1 Sectio n  23. Section 5 of chapter 40 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out paragraph
3 (23), as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: —
5 (23) For suppressing public nuisances referred to
6 in section eleven of chapter one hundred and thirty-
7 two.

1 Sectio n  24. Chapter 266 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 119, as ap-
3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section: —
5 Section 119. Whoever knowingly brings the public
6 nuisances known as gypsy moth, brown tail moth, or
7 any other tree-destroying pests or their nest, pupae,
8 or larvae, into the commonwealth, or whoever know-
9 ingly transports said insects or their nests, pupae,

10 or larvae from one town to another in the common-
11 wealth, except when engaged in research work by the
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12 commonwealth or the United States Government,
13 Department of Agriculture, and for the purpose of
14 suppressing them, or whoever knowingly evades the
15 requirements of a quarantine regulation established
16 under any provision of chapter one hundred and
17 thirty-two, shall he punished by fine of not more
18 than two hundred dollars or imprisonment for not
19 more than twTo months, or both.




