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By Mr. Tompkins of Concord, petition of Otis M. Whitney and 

another for legislation relative to the admissibility of evidence of 
copies of hospital records. The Judiciary.

e&e CommorttoealtJ) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A c t  r e l a t iv e  t o  t h e  a d m is s ib il it y  o p  e v id e n c e

OF COPIES OF HOSPITAL RECORDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 79 of chapter 233 of the General Laws, as
2 amended by section 2 of chapter 389 of the acts of
3 1941, chapter 233 of the acts of 1943, chapter 473 of
4 the acts of 1946, is hereby further amended by in-
5 serting after the words “ District of Columbia” in the
6 fourth line the words: — or by the laws and regula-
7 tions of the United States of America pertaining to
8 the department of national defense and the veterans
9 administration, — so as to read as follows: — Sec-

10 tion 79. Records kept by hospitals under section
11 seventy of chapter one hundred and eleven shall be
12 admissible, and records which the court finds are
13 required to be kept by the laws of any other state or
14 territory, or the District of Columbia, or by the laws
15 and regulations of the United States of America



2 HOUSE —  No. 983. [Jan. 1948.

16 pertaining to the department of national defense and
17 the veterans administration, by hospitals similarly
18 conducted or operated or which, being incorporated,
19 offer treatment free of charge, may be admitted by
20 the court, in its discretion, as evidence in the courts
21 of the commonwealth so far as such records relate
22 to the treatment and medical history of such cases
23 and the court may, in its discretion, admit copies of
24 such records, if certified by the persons in custody
25 thereof to be true and complete; but nothing therein
26 contained shall be admissible as evidence which has
27 reference to the question of liability. Copies of photo-
28 graphic or micro-photographic records so kept by
29 hospitals, when duly certified by the person in charge
30 of the hospital, shall be admitted in evidence equally
31 with the original photographs or micro-photographs.


