
HOUSE No. 1023
By Mr. Gibbons of Stoneham, petition of Henry V. O’Day for an 

amendment of the provisions of law relating to state and military 
aid, soldiers' relief and certain other benefits. Military Affairs and 
Public Safety.

C & e  C o m m o n t o e a lt j)  of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  Act to amend the laws relative to veterans’
BENEFITS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 115 of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as inserted by chapter 584 of the acts
3 of 1946, is hereby amended by striking out at the
4 beginning of the third paragraph all words before
5 the colon (:) and inserting in place thereof the
6 following: —
7 “ Veteran” , any person, male or female, including
8 a nurse, whose discharge or release from his last
9 wartime service was under honorable conditions, or

10 who died during such service under circumstances
11 other than dishonorable, and who served in the
12 army, navy, coast guard or marine corps of the
13 United States, or who, while a citizen of this com-
14 monwealth, served in any of its military organiza-



15 tions mustered into the service of the United States,
16 during:

1 Section  2. Section 2 of said chapter 115 of the
2 General Laws, as inserted by chapter 584 of the acts
3 of 1946, is hereby amended by striking out the sev-
4 enth paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
5 following paragraph: -—
6 He may, by a written demand signed by him or
7 by his duly authorized agent, require the treasurer
8 of a savings bank, institution for savings, national
9 bank, trust company, co-operative bank, benefit

10 association, insurance company or safe deposit com-
11 pany to inform him of the amount deposited or with-
12 drawn in the corporation or association to the credit
13 of a person named in such request who is a recipient
14 of veterans’ benefits under this chapter or an appli-
15 cant therefor, and, in like manner, may require the
16 employer of any such recipient or applicant to inform
17 him of the amount of money paid by such employer
18 to such recipient or applicant or any children living
19 in household of applicant at any time during his
20 employment by such employer, and any treasurer or
21 employer who wilfully renders false information in
22 reply to such demand, shall forfeit fifty dollars to the
23 use of the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 115, as inserted by chap-
2 ter 584 of the acts of 1946, is hereby amended by
3 striking out section 5 and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section: —
5 Section 5. Veterans’ benefits shall be paid to a
6 veteran or dependent by the city or town in which
7 he has a settlement, or, if he has no settlement in
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8 any city or town within the commonwealth, by the
9 city or town wherein he resides; provided, that he

10 has resided within the commonwealth continuously
11 for three years next preceding the date of his appli-
12 cation for such benefits, but in no instance shah
13 veterans’ benefits be paid to dependents of any vet-
14 eran unless said veteran has a settlement in the
15 commonwealth or has actually resided in the com-
16 monwealth for three years next preceding the date
17 of dependent’s application for benefits. No city or
18 town shall pay such benefits to an applicant who has
19 no settlement therein until its veterans’ agent has
20 furnished to the commissioner such evidence as he
21 may require that the applicant is entitled to receive
22 such benefits and has received from said comrnis-
23 sioner an order fixing the amount and duration of
24 the same and stating such other conditions as the
25 commissioner may impose relative thereto. Said
26 order may be revoked or modified by the commis-
27 sioner at any time by giving written notice to said
28 agent. Within three days after his receipt of an
29 application for veterans’ benefits from a person who
30 has a settlement in some other city or town, the
31 veterans’ agent of the city or town of the applicant’s
32 residence shall notify the commissioner and the vet-
33 erans’ agent of the city or town of the applicant’s
34 settlement, who shall forthwith investigate the claim.
35 If the city or town of settlement of such applicant
36 unreasonably delays in granting such benefits to him
37 after receipt of said notice, the town of the applicant’s
38 residence shall forthwith grant such benefits as the
39 commissioner may order, and shall be reimbursed
40 in full therefor by the town of the applicant’s settle-
41 ment. Any veterans’ agent required to act on such
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42 order of the commissioner who refuses and neglects
43 to comply therewith shall be punished by a fine of
44 not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred
45 dollars.
46 Veterans’ benefits shall not be subject to trustee
47 process, and no assignment thereof shall be valid.
48 Only such amounts shall be paid to or for any vet-
49 eran or dependent as may be necessary to afford him
50 sufficient relief or support. The applicant’s receipt
51 of income from any source in an amount insufficient
52 for his support shall not bar him from receiving
53 veterans’ benefits to supplement the same, if deter-
54 mined necessary by the commissioner, but such bene-
55 fits shall not be paid to or for any person able to
56 support himself, or who is in receipt of income from
57 any source sufficient for his support. No back bene-
58 fits shall be paid beyond the date of application.
59 No veterans’ benefits shall be paid to or for any
60 applicant if the necessity therefor is caused by his
61 voluntary idleness or continuous vicious or intemper-
62 ate habits, nor to or for any veteran who has been
63 dishonorably discharged from any national soldiers’
64 or sailors’ home or from a soldiers’ home in this
65 commonwealth, unless the commissioner, after a
66 hearing, shall otherwise determine, nor to or for any
67 veteran who when he entered the federal service was
68 a subject or citizen of a neutral country, had filed
69 his intention to become a citizen of the United
70 States, and afterward withdrew such intention under
71 the act of congress approved on July ninth, nine-
72 teen hundred and eighteen, nor to or for any veteran
73 designated upon his discharge as a conscientious ob-
74 jector, nor to or for any applicant convicted of a
75 crime unless the veterans’ agent and the commis-
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70 sioner otherwise determine, nor to or for any veteran
77 who deserted from the service of the United States
78 during time of war, nor to or for any dependent of
79 such veteran, nor to or for any veteran who wilfully
80 refuses and neglects to support his dependents nor
81 to or for any dependents of such living veteran; but
82 a dependent of a deceased veteran shall not be deemed
83 ineligible to receive such benefits by reason of any
84 criminal or wilful misconduct on the part of the vet-
85 eran at any time during his life. No veteran who is
86 or shall be otherwise entitled to veterans’ benefits
87 shall lose his right thereto by reason of his absence
88 from the commonwealth while receiving hospital
89 treatment, under order of the United States vet-
90 erans’ administration, at any hospital located outside
91 the commonwealth.
92 No veteran or dependent shall be compelled to
93 receive veterans’ benefits without his consent. He
94 shall receive such benefits at home, or at such other
95 place as the veterans’ agent may deem proper, but
96 he shall not be compelled to receive the same at an
97 infirmary or public institution unless his physical or
98 mental condition so requires, or, if a minor, unless
99 his parents or guardians so elect. The veterans’

100 agent or the commissioner may require a person to
101 whom veterans’ benefits are granted to pay over his
102 United States pension or compensation to them to
103 be expended for his relief before receiving such
104 benefits.
105 Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to pro-
106 hibit the granting of veterans’ benefits by a city or
107 town in excess of the amount authorized or approved
108 by the commissioner in any particular case, or the
109 paying of such benefits as may be necessary to meet
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110 the emergency needs of any- applicant prior to the
111 filing of the original application with the commis-
112 sioner as provided in section four if the veterans’
113 agent making such grant or payment forthwith fur-
114 nishes the commissioner with a written statement of
115 his reasons for taking such action.

1 Section 4. Section 7 of said chapter 115, as in-
2 serted by chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first sentence and in-
4 serting in place thereof the following sentence: -—
5 In each city except Boston, and in each town, the
6 veterans’ agent shall also be the burial agent, and
7 in Boston, the soldiers’ relief commissioner shall
8 designate a burial agent. The burial agent shall not
9 be a member of the local board of public welfare or 

10 be employed by said board. He shall, under regu
l l  lations established by the commissioner, cause prop-
12 erly to be interred the body of any veteran or adult
13 dependent who dies without sufficient means to
14 defray funeral expenses, and the body of any de-
15 pendent child of a veteran if such veteran and his
16 wife, or his widow, be without sufficient means to
17 defray funeral expenses.

1 Section  5. Section 8 of said chapter 115, as in-
2 serted by chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the last sentence and in-
4 serting in place thereof the following sentence: —
5 One half the amounts paid for burial expenses in
6 behalf of veterans or dependents having settlements
7 in the cities or towns making such payments, and
8 all of the amounts paid for burial expenses of non-
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4 settled veterans shall be paid by the commonwealth
10 to the several cities and towns on or before Novem-
11 bei tenth in the, year after the expenditures have
12 been made.


