
HOUSE No. 1101
By Mr. Webster of Stoughton, petition of Willis F. Hickes relative 

to further regulating the recording of plans of land in registries of 
deeds and in the Land Court. Legal Affairs.

Ct)e Commontoealtf) of 8©assaci)usetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  t h e  r e c o r d in g  o f  p l a n s

OF LAND IN THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS AND REGULATING 

THE FILING OF PLANS OF LAND IN THE LAND COURT.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Section 810 of chapter 41 of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 4 of
3 chapter 340 of the acts of 1947, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out the first sentence and insert-
5 ing in place thereof the following: — No registry of
6 deeds shall record a plan showing a division of land
7 into two or more parcels or showing private or public
8 ways thereon in any city or town having a board of
9 survey established under section seventy-three of said

10 chapter forty-one, or a planning board established
11 under section eighty-one A of said chapter forty-one,
12 unless there is endorsed thereon or attached thereto a
13 certificate of said board, or proper officer by it desig-
14 nated, that said board has duly approved said plan,
15 or that it has declined jurisdiction to approve or dis-
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16 approve the same, with the board’s reasons for such
17 declination, and such certificate shall be recorded at
18 length with the plan to which it relates.

1 Se c t io n  2. Chapter 185 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 22 thereof
3 the following new section: —
4 Section 22 A. No recorder shall accept for registra-
5 tion any plan showing a division of land into two or
6 more parcels or showing private or public ways thereon
7 in any city or town having a board of survey estab-
8 lished under section seventy-three of chapter forty-
9 one of the General Laws, or a planning board es-

10 tablished under section eighty-one A of said chapter
11 unless there is endorsed thereon or attached thereto
12 a certificate of said board, or proper officer by it
13 designated, that said board has duly approved said
14 plan, or that it has declined jurisdiction so to approve
15 or disapprove the same, with the board’s reasons for
16 such declination, and such certificate shall be recorded
17 at length with the plan to which it relates. No plan
18 which does not appear to have been approved by an
19 existing municipal board of survey or planning board
20 shall be relied upon or used by the court in any pro-
21 ceeding except after an adjudication by it that said
22 board has no jurisdiction to approve or disapprove.
23 The clerk of each city or town shall notify the
24 land court of the existence of a board of survey es-
25 tablished under section seventy-three of chapter
26 forty-one, or the existence of a planning board es-
27 tablished under section eighty-one A, and also the
28 name of the officer or officers designated by said
29 board to endorse upon the plans the approval of the
30 board.


