
HOUSE No. 1550
By Mr. Partridge of Watertown (by request), petition of The Com

monwealth of Massachusetts Association of Boards of Public Welfare 
and Agents for legislation to establish a state board of public welfare 
and define its membership, powers and duties. State Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct e s t a b lish in g  a  state  board  of public  w e l f a r e

AND DEFINING ITS MEMBERSHIP, POWERS AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 18 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended In' striking out section 2, as amended
3 by section 23 of chapter 591 of the acts of 1946, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 2. The department shall be under the ad-
6 ministrative control and supervision of a commissioner
7 of public welfare who shall be its executive head, and
8 under the general control and direction of a board of
9 public welfare which shall consist of the commissioner

10 ex officio and six appointive members, of whom two
11 shall be welfare agents of communities in the common-
12 wealth, two shall be members of boards of public wel-
13 fare of communities, and two shall be members of the
14 general public; not less than two of the appointive
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15 members shall be women. The commissioner shall
16 receive such salary, not exceeding eight thousand
17 dollars per annum, as the governor and council shall
18 determine. His term of office shall be six years from
19 the date of his appointment, and he shall be ap-
20 pointed by the governor with the advice and consent
21 of the council.

1 Sectio n  2. Said chapter 18 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 3, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following: —
5 Section 3. Two members of the state board of
6 public welfare shall annually be appointed by the
7 governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
8 for three year terms. The members shall receive no
9 compensation, but shall be reimbursed for their actual

10 expenses incurred in the performance of their official
11 duties.


