
HOUSE 1581

By Messrs. McCarthy and Palmer of Somerville, petition of Paul A.
McCarthy and Harold A. Palmer that the city of Somerville be au-
thorized to vote at the biennial election in the current year on the
question of the adoption of a Plan E form of city charter which pro-
vides that members of the city council and school committee may be
elected by plurality voting. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act authorizing the city of Somerville to vote at

THE BIENNIAL STATE ELECTION IN THE CURRENT YEAR
ON THE QUESTION OF ADOPTING A PLAN E FORM OF CITY

CHARTER WITH A PROVISION THAT THE MEMBERS OF

THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE OP SAID

CITY WILL BE ELECTED UNDER SAID PLAN BY ORDINARY

PLURALITY VOTING INSTEAD OF BY THE PROPORTIONAL

REPRESENTATION METHOD OF VOTING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Somerville shall be gov-
-2 erned by a Plan E form of city charter as provided by
3 chapter forty-three of the General Laws, except that
4 the provisions thereof as provide for the election of
5 members of the city council and the school committee
6 by the proportional representation method of voting
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7 shall not apply in said city, but said members shall
8 be elected by ordinary plurality voting.

1 Section 2. Upon petition of ten per cent of the
2 registered voters of the city of Somerville filed with
3 the state secretary not later than thirty days before
4 the biennial state election in the current year, this act
5 shall be submitted to the registered voters of said city
6 at said election in the form of the following question,
7 which shall be placed on the official ballot for use in
8 said city at said election; “Shall an act passed by the
9 general court in the current year, entitled ‘An Act

10 authorizing the city of Somerville to vote at the bien-
-11 nial state election in the current year on the question
12 of adopting a Plan E form of city charter with a pro-
-13 vision that the members of the city council and the
14 school committee of said city will be elected under
15 said plan by ordinary plurality voting instead of by
16 the proportional representation method of voting,’
17 be accepted?” If a majority of the votes in answer
18 to said question is in the affirmative, this act shall
19 thereupon take full effect, but not otherwise.


