
HOUSE 1785

By Mr. Twohig of Boston, petition of James J. Twohig, Jr., that the
Boston housing authority be enabled to deal effectively with the present
housing emergency and relative to the disposition of certain money by
said city for housing projects. Mercantile Affairs, Joint Ways and
Means and Municipal Finance, sitting jointly.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act to enable the city of boston and the boston
HOUSING AUTHORITY TO DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH ITS

HOUSING EMERGENCY.

1 Whereas, An acute shortage of housing exists in
2 the city of Boston, and on account of this shortage
3 many veterans of the World War II are unable to
4 obtain shelter for themselves and their families, and
5 this shortage is likely to continue for a substantial
6 period of time unless relieved as indicated in this
7 enactment; and
8 Whereas, It is a matter of vital necessity to erect
9 as many suitable dwellings as can be obtained for the

10 funds which are to be expended for this purpose, in
11 order to provide adequate shelter for the greatest
12 number of veterans possible, that suffering and dis-
-13 ease among their families may be forestalled; and
14 Whereas, The failure to provide dwellings or to
15 take measures to provide dwellings on a sufficiently
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16 large scale, to the full extent of the possibilities of the
17 appropriations and indebtedness heretofore author-
-18 ized, to cope with the public exigency making the pro-
-19 vision of housing in the city of Boston an immediate
20 public necessity, will continue to cause extreme hard-
-21 ship among the veterans of Boston and their families
22 until relieved; and
23 Whereas, It is a matter of common knowledge that
24 modern construction methods make it possible to
25 provide fireproof dwellings equipped with every mod-
-26 ern improvement In' far more rapidly and in greater
27 number when the erection of dwellings is undertaken
28 on a large scale; and
29 Whereas, It is possible to erect in that district of
30 Boston known as South Boston a housing develop-
-31 ment with a capacity for sheltering a number of
32 families in excess of the total capacity of all other
33 developments so far undertaken in the city of Boston;
34 therefore, this act is declared to be an emergency law,
35 necessary for the immediate preservation of the pub-
-36 lie health and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section ten of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-2 two of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, as
3 amended, is hereby further amended by adding at
4 the end thereof the following sentence: The bor-
-5 rowing capacity of the city of Boston under this sec-
-6 tion, to the extent of seven million dollars, is hereby
7 set aside and allocated for the erection in that part of
8 Boston known as South Boston, in the area thereof
9 bounded by West Broadway, B street, D street and
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10 West Seventh street, a project containing approxi-
-11 mately one thousand family residences, and no con-

-12 tract or commitment shall be entered into by the city
13 of Boston nor by the Boston Housing Authority in-
-14 volving an indebtedness which, when added to the
15 previous total of commitments and the aforemen-
-16 tioned figure of seven million dollars, shall cause the
17 limit of indebtedness established for the city of Bos-
-18 ton under the foregoing provisions of this section to
19 be exceeded.
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