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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
Under the provisions of Article LVI of the amend

ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith 
House Bill 449, Changed, entitled: “An Act a u t h o k i z -
ING THE CITY OF W ORCESTER TO USE A PORTION OF THE  
PUBLIC COMMON FOR THE PURPOSE OF W ID EN IN G FRANK
LIN s t r e e t  i n  s a id  c i t y ”  and I recommend that Section 
1 thereof be stricken out and that the following new 
Section 1 be substituted:

“ S e c t i o n  1. For the purpose of widening Franklin 
Street in the City of Worcester, said city is hereby 
authorized to use a portion of the Public Common, now 
under the jurisdiction of its Parks and Recreation Com
mission, consisting of land being bounded and described 
as follows: Beginning at the intersection of the north
erly line of Franklin Street as re-located December 
thirteenth, nineteen hundred and twelve and the easterly 
line of Main Street as re-located August sixteenth, 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, thence by said easterly 
line of Main Street north twenty-six degrees, seventeen 
minutes and zero seconds east, five and eight hundredths 
(5.08) feet to a point; thence south and southeasterly 
by a curve to the left, the radius of which is thirty (30) 
feet, seventeen and forty-one hundredths (17.41) feet 
to a point on the said northerly line of Franklin Street; 
thence by said northerly line of Franklin Street north 
forty-eight degrees, fifty-six minutes, eight seconds 
west, fifteen and fifteen hundredths (15.15) feet to the
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point of beginning; containing twenty-two and seventy- 
eight hundredths (22.78) square feet.”

The purpose of the bill is to permit widening the corner 
at Franklin and Main Streets which is necessary in 
order to allow more convenient passage of buses and 
other large vehicles in and out of Franklin Street. Plans 
for such widening, as prepared by the City of Worcester 
engineers, propose taking only that part of the Common 
described in my suggested amendment. In its present 
form, however, the bill is not limited to such parcel, 
but authorizes the taking of additional land from the 
Common all along the Franklin Street side.

The Common is the only park and recreation area in 
downtown Worcester and I do not believe it desirable 
to authorize the taking from it of more land than is 
required to carry out the proposed widening.

I therefore recommend the substitution of the new 
Section 1.

Respectfully yours,
ROBERT F. BRADFORD,

Governor of Massachusetts.


