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H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , February 19, 1948.

The committee on Conservation, to whom was referred 
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 681) of 
the Massachusetts Forest and Park Association relative 
to authorizing the Director of the Division of Forestry 
to close forests for the prevention of fires in private 
woodlands and that forest fire patrolmen be empowered 
to arrest persons found in said forests, report the accom
panying bill (House, No. 1857).

For the committee,

R e p . EARL G. CROCKETT.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CLOSING OF PRIV ATELY OWNED 

FOREST LANDS DURING CERTAIN PERIODS OF EMERGENCY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 48 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 28B the following new
3 section: —
4 Section 28C. When in the judgment of the director
5 of the division of forestry the forest fire hazard is such
6 as to require the use of forest fire patrols in any
7 town, all forest lands therein shall be closed to all
8 persons except their owners or tenants, or to the au-
9 thorized agents of such owners or tenants, and the

10 director shall use all reasonable means to notify all
11 persons of such closing. While such fire hazard
12 exists, any duly authorized forest warden, deputy
13 forest warden, conservation officer or deputy con-
14 servation officer may arrest without a warrant any
15 person found within the forest lands of another
16 without authorization from the owner or tenant
17 thereof, or without other legal authority, if such per-
18 son refuses to leave such forest lands upon request,
19 and such person shall be punished by a fine of not
20 more than twenty-five dollars.


