
HOUSE . . . .  No. 1966

Cbe Ccmtmonumiltf) ot tmssdctutsetts

H ouse of R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , March 22, 1948.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was 
referred the Bill ratifying proposed amendments to the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Compact, so-called, 
(printed in House, No. 79), report that the same ought 
to pass in the form of a new draft herewith submitted 
(House, No. 1966).

For the committee,

GEORGE W ARD STETSON.
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Cfie Commontoealtf) of egassac&usetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct  r a t ify in g  a  proposed  am en dm en t  to the

ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMPACT, SO 
CALLED.

1 Whereas, It is desirable that the Atlantic States
2 Marine Fisheries Compact, ratified on the part of the
3 commonwealth by chapter four hundred and eighty-
4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one,
5 should be amended as soon as possible so as to pro-
6 vide for joint or common action by any two or more
7 states that have ratified said compact to establish
8 joint agencies to regulate fisheries in which such states
9 have common interests; therefore this act is hereby

10 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
11 immediate preservation of the public health and
12 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 The general court hereby approves and ratifies the
2 following amendment to the Atlantic States Marine
3 Fisheries Compact, now ratified by the conunon-
4 wealth and the states of Maine, New Hampshire,
5 Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
6 Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, South
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7 Carolina, Georgia and Florida, for the purpose of per-
8 mitting the states that ratify said amendment to
9 establish joint regulation of specific fisheries common

10 to those states or any of them, through the Atlantic
11 States Marine Fisheries Commission and their repre-
12 sentatives thereon. Notice of intention to withdraw
13 such approval and ratification of said amendment, in
14 case such withdrawal shall be desired at any time
15 hereafter, shall be executed and transmitted by the
16 governor whenever authorized thereto by the general
17 court, shall be in accordance with the provisions of
18 Article X II of said compact, and shall be effective as
19 to this commonwealth in relation to such states as
20 shall have ratified said amendment before notice of
21 intention to withdraw by this commonwealth has
22 been given as above provided.

23 Amendment, A tla n tic  States  M a r in e  F ish e ries

24 C o m pact .

25 Article I.

26 The states approving and ratifying this amend-
27 ment agree that any two or more of them may desig-
28 nate the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
29 as a joint regulatory agency with such powers as they
30 may jointly confer upon it from time to time for the
31 regulation of the fishing operations of the citizens
32 and vessels of such designating states with respect to
33 specific fisheries in which such states have a common
34 interest. The representatives of such states on the
35 Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission shall
36 constitute a separate section of such commission for
37 the exercise of the additional powers so granted;
38 provided, that the states so acting shall appropriate
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39 additional funds for this purpose. The creation of
40 such section as a joint regulatory agency shall not
41 deprive the states participating therein of any of
42 their privileges or powers or responsibilities in the
43 Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission under
44 the general compact.


