
HOUSE No. 2073

€f)e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

W H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , April 15, 1948.

The committees on Mercantile Affairs, joint Ways 
and Means and Municipal Finance, sitting jointly, to 
whom were referred so much of the Governor's Address 
(Senate, No. 1) as relates to the guaranteeing by the 
Commonwealth of bonds to be issued by local housing 
authorities for state-approved housing projects for 
veterans (page 7) and as relates to an annual contribu
tion, to be paid out of the Veterans Services Funds, 
toward the development costs of veterans housing projects 
(page 7); the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 27) of J. Elmer Callahan for legislation to authorize 
the construction by the Commonwealth of multiple 
dwelling units, so called, and their rental or sale to 
citizens of the Commonwealth, for the purpose of relieving 
congestion of the population and providing homes for 
citizens; the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 28) of Edward C. Peirce for legislation to provide 
housing for veterans of World War II; the petition 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 270) of John B. Atkin
son and another that provision be made for partial 
reimbursement by the Commonwealth for certain deficits 
in operation of veterans housing projects; the petition 

| (accompanied by bill, House, No. 193) of Charles W. 
Hedges for legislation to provide housing for veterans 
of World War II; the petition (accompanied by bill, 
House, No. 227) of John F. Collins that the State Board 
of Housing be authorized to provide housing for veterans 
of World War II; the petition (accompanied by bill, 
House, No. 295) of Louis K. Nathanson that the State
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Board of Housing be authorized to provide housing for 
veterans of World War I and II; the petition (accom
panied by bill, House, No. 437) of Daniel Rudsten and 
other members of the House for legislation to establish 
the Massachusetts housing authority and defining its 
powers and duties; the petition (accompanied by bill, 
House, No. 550) of Enrico Cappucci that the city of 
Boston be authorized to construct housing units for 
veterans in the East Boston district of the city of Boston; 
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 776) of 
John B. Atkinson and another for legislation to amend 
an act providing housing for veterans of World War II; 
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1724) of 
Thomas E. Linehan, John E. Powers, James F. Condon 
and Enrico Cappucci for legislation to extend the powers 
of cities and towns to assist housing authorities in pro
viding housing for veterans of World War II; the petition 
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1728) of Thomas E. 
Linehan, John E. Powers, James F. Condon and Enrico 
Cappucci that the Commonwealth, cities and towns be 
authorized to appropriate and lend sums of money to 
housing authorities for the purpose of constructing low 
income housing projects; the petition (accompanied by 
bill, House, No. 1729) of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States, Department of Massachusetts, 
Michael J. McCarthy, David M. Cleary and others for 
legislation to provide financial assistance by the Com
monwealth to housing authorities in order to alleviate 
the housing shortage for veterans and others; the peti
tion (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1731) of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, Depart
ment of Massachusetts, Michael J. McCarthy, David 
M. Cleary and others for legislation to provide financial 
assistance by the Commonwealth to housing authorities 
in order to alleviate the housing shortage for veterans 
and others; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, 
No. 1732) of Robert F. Murphy and Paul A. McCarthy 
for legislation to provide housing for veterans of World 
War II ; part I of the report of the special commission
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(including members of the General Court) established 
(under Chapter 68 of the Resolves of 1947) to make a 
survey and study of problems relating to veterans, in
cluding housing and hospital facilities (App. II); and 
so much of the partial and preliminary report of the 
special commission (including members of the General 
Court) established (under Chapter 69 of the Resolves 
of 1947) to make an investigation relative to the immedi
ate relief of traffic, housing, street lighting and recrea
tional conditions of the city of Boston (House, No. 1741) 
as relates to the powers of cities and towns and federal 
assistance by the Commonwealth in providing housing 
for veterans of World War II (App. C), report the ac
companying Bill (House, No. 2073).

For the committee,

m i c h a e l  j . M cCa r t h y .
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Cfte eommontoealtf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s

AND FEDERAL ASSISTANCE B Y  THE COMMONWEALTH 

IN  PROVIDING HOUSING FOR VETERANS CF WORLD W AR II.

1 Whereas, An acute shortage of housing still exists
2 in many of the cities and towns of the commonwealth
3 and on account of such shortage many veterans of
4 World War II are unable to obtain shelter for them-
5 selves and their families, and this shortage is likely
6 to continue for a substantial period of time; and
7 inability to obtain adequate shelter will cause suffer-
8 ing and disease among such veterans and their families,
9 unless such shortage is relieved, and this condition

10 has created a public exigency making the provisions
11 of housing for veterans by the commonwealth and its
12 municipalities, as provided by this act, an immediate
13 public necessity; therefore, this act is declared to
14 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
15 preservation of the public health and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Section 6 of chapter 372 of the acts
2 of 1946, as amended by section 1 of chapter 479 of
3 the acts of 1947, is hereby amended by striking out
4 the first clause of paragraph (3) and inserting in
5 place thereof the following clause: —
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6 (3) Constructing or purchasing single-family, two-
7 family or multi-family residences, suitable for dwelling
8 units for veterans, and renting such dwelling units to
9 veterans at reasonable rates; provided, that, after

10 five years, and prior to six years, from the completion
11 of such construction or such purchase, unless the
12 state board of housing shall approve a postponement
13 to a later date or dates, such residences shall be offered
14 for sale at the fair market value thereof and disposed
15 of as rapidly as is consistent with sound business
16 judgment.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Said chapter 372 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 12, as inserted by
3 section 8 of said chapter 479, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: -—
5 Section 12. The commonwealth shall reimburse any
6 city or town which has appropriated and expended
7 money for the purpose of providing housing for
8 veterans under section six in the manner authorized
9 by paragraph (3) thereof at any time after the twenty-

10 third day of May in the year nineteen hundred and
11 forty-six, to the extent of a total of ten per centum
12 of the actual development cost of such housing (con-
13 struction of which has been completed) as determined
14 by the state board of housing and the comptroller
15 and certified by them to the state treasurer. Such
16 reimbursement shall be made annually beginning on
17 or after July first, nineteen hundred and forty-eight,
18 at the rate of two per centum per annum for a total
19 period of five years. No city or town shall be entitled
20 to any reimbursement from the commonwealth under
21 this section until it has submitted to the comptroller
22 itemized accounts and vouchers in form satisfactory
23 to him, showing definitely the amounts expended for
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24 such housing, nor shall any money be paid out of the
25 state treasury under this section until said vouchers
26 and accounts have been approved by the state board
27 of housing and the comptroller, nor unless said ex-
28 penditure shall have been duly authorized or ratified,
29 and approved by the state board of housing.






