
HOUSE No. 2130

Ci)t Commontoealtb of Massachusetts
E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,

St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , April 22, 1948.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning herewith without my approval House 
Bill 1687 entitled: An A ct e s t a b l is h in g  t h e  o f f ic e

OF ASSISTANT CLERK IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF CHICOPEE.
This Bill would add an office of Assistant Clerk in the 

District Court of Chicopee. Among the seventy-two 
District Courts in the Commonwealth, Chicopee stands 
forty-second in relation to the volume of business. Of 
the forty-one courts larger than Chicopee, twenty-six 
have one or more Assistant Clerks and fifteen do not. 
Of the ten District Courts next larger than Chicopee, 
none has an Assistant Clerk. Holyoke, the court next 
larger than Chicopee which has an Assistant Clerk, does 
at least fifty per cent more business.

There seems to be no justification for this legislation. 
Increases in personnel of the various District Courts may 
or may not be necessary, but to add to these courts 
without regard to the general structure of the District 
Court system would appear to be haphazard procedure. 
What is necessary is an analysis of the entire District 
Court system with relation to the amount of business 
involved in each particular court as balanced against 
public convenience. Petitions are now being considered 
by the General Court, the scope of which embodies a 
general reorganization of the entire District Court 
system. It would appear, in conjunction with the studies
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now being made with reference to these general bills, that 
the specific needs of individual courts be therein con
sidered.

For these reasons, I do not approve the Bill. 

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor o f Massachusetts.


