
HOUSE No. 2338

Cbe Commoittocaltö of 60 ass a cfm setts

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND 
INDUSTRIES ON THE INITIATIVE PETITION 
OF ELLSWORTH W. CURTIS AND OTHERS 
FOR THE PASSAGE OF “ AN ACT RELATIVE 
TO ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS OF LABOR 
ORGANIZATIONS” (SEE HOUSE, NO. 1747).

M ajority R eport.
The Legislative Committee on Labor and Industries 

to which was referred the Initiative Petition of Ellsworth 
W. Curtis and others designated as House Bill No. 1747, 
has made a thorough and complete investigation of the 
proposed legislation.

The legislation requires that the officers of labor or
ganizations be elected annually by secret ballot, it re
quires the use of nomination papers, it proposes certain 
safeguards and constitutes violation of its provisions a 
criminal offense.

A majority of the Committee on Labor and Industries 
recommends that the Petition be granted and that the 
provisions of House Bill No. 1747 shall be enacted into law.

It is the opinion of the majority of the Committee that 
it is desirable that the widely accepted practise of repu
table labor organizations of conducting elections of their 
officials by secret ballot be required by law. There are 
certain details of the proposed legislation, among them 
the criminal penalties, with which the majority is not in
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entire accord but which the Committee is without power 
to correct. If enacted by the Legislature, the subject 
matter can readily be amended at any annual session, 
and it is considered that this is far more in the interest 
of the people of Massachusetts than is an Initiative 
Petition which, when adopted by the people, should be 
interpreted only in strict accordance with its exact 
wording.

It is believed that the use of the secret ballot, the ac
cepted democratic method of decision, should be assured 
by law to all who participate in the election of officials 
of labor organizations. Weighing the proposed legisla
tion as a whole, it is considered that the good overbalances 
the bad and for this reason the majority of the Committee 
on Labor and Industries recommends favorable action on 
House Bill No. 1747.

GEORGE J. EVANS.
NEWLAND H. HOLMES.
JOHN D. MACKAY.
CLARENCE F. TELFORD.
JOHN C. WEBSTER, Jr.
WARREN C. EARNER.
FRANCIS A. HARDING.
HUGH MORTON.
KENDALL A. SANDERSON.
SHERMAN MILES.
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M inority R eport.

We are opposed to this legislation.
It is an unwarranted intrusion into the internal affairs 

of one particular group of citizens organized into one 
type of the many voluntary associations that now exist 
in the Commonwealth.

Labor organizations are voluntary associations and 
are the only class of such associations that will have their 
elections of officers regulated by statute if House No. 
1747 became law.

Evidence presented before the Committee on Labor 
and Industries indicated, beyond question, that elections 
of officers are conducted in fair, democratic manner by 
our Massachusetts labor unions. Long-established cus
toms, to ensure fair elections, are embodied in constitu
tions and by-laws. The use of secret ballots is a common 
practice.

At no time was evidence presented to the Committee 
that a single situation, concerning the many elections of 
union officers that have taken place heretofore, had pro
duced fraud or any other irregularities. Proponents of 
House, No. 1747 were unable to point to any conditions 
connected with the election of officers of labor organiza
tions that would justify this legislation of theirs. Repre
sentatives of the Massachusetts Citizens’ Union, who 
appeared as proponents of House 1747, failed to show any 
valid reasons why this proposal should become law. Past 
activities of the Massachusetts Citizens’ Union indicate 
an anti-labor bias.

We particularly object to the requirement for annual 
elections. This question is one that definitely should be 
left to the judgment of the labor organizations. Many 
hold annual elections; some hold biennial elections.
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Members of the Massachusetts General Court and of the 
House of Representatives of the Federal Congress are 
elected every two years. Other elected officials have 
even longer terms. Therefore, labor organizations should 
have the freedom to decide whether they want annual or 
biennial elections of their officers.

We further oppose this legislation because of its impli
cation that conditions exist in labor organizations which 
require such a law. An implication that is untrue, in
correct and one that is refuted by the facts. The measure 
is an insult to the members of labor organizations, who 
are capable of and have conducted their affairs in a praise
worthy manner.

The well-conducted labor organizations of Massachu
setts, and their members, are entitled to the respect and 
fair treatment of their fellow citizens, who should reject 
this ill-advised piece of legislation for which no reasons 
exist for its enactment.

WILLIAM E. WHITE.
HARVEY A. POTHIER. 
COLIN J. CAMERON. 
JAMES T. VIOLETTE. 
WILLIAM J. CASEY.
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

CJie Commontuealtt) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act relative to elections of officers of labor
ORGANIZATIONS.

Be it enacted by the People and by their authority.

1 Chapter 150A of the General Laws, as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by inserting after section 3
3 the following new section: —
4 Section 3A. Elections of officers of labor organiza-
5 tions shall take place not less often than annually
6 and shall be held and conducted in the following
7 manner. Notice of the time and place of the election
8 shall be given at least sixty days in advance of a
9 regular election and at least twenty days in advance

10 of an election to fill one or more vacancies, by public
11 announcement at a regular meeting of the organization,
12 by notice in writing to each member, or in any other
13 adequate manner. No person shall be voted for at
14 any such election unless a nomination paper signed
15 by ten members in good standing is filed with the
16 secretary or acting secretary at least thirty days before
17 the election in the case of a regular election, and at
18 least ten days before in the case of an election to fill a
19 vacancy.
20 At any such election, the voting by members shall
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21 be by secret written or printed ballot. Watchers ap-
22 pointed by members nominating candidates and by
23 union officers shall be privileged to be present during
24 the voting and counting of ballots. No person shall,
25 at any time or place, by force or threat of force, seek
26 to secure or prevent the attendance of any member
27 of any labor organization at any meeting or voting
28 place at which a vote is taken for the election of any
29 officer or officers of such organization, or seek to in-
30 fluence the vote of any .such member by use of intimi-
31 dation, threats, the offering of a reward, or threat of
32 loss of employment or of membership in a labor or-
33 ganization. Violation of any provision of this section
34 shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five
35 nor more than two hundred dollars, or by imprison-
36 ment for not more than thirty days, or both.
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