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H o it s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , June 8, 1948.
The committee on Transportation, to whom was re

ferred the third interim report of the special commission 
established (under Chapter 11 of the Resolves of 1948 and 
revived and continued under Chapter 34 of the Resolves 
of 1948) to make an investigation and study relative to 
the continuation of the transportation service in the 
areas served by the Old Colony Division of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Company, and 
in Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket (House, No. 2360, 
App. B), report the accompanying resolutions (House, 
No. 2380).

For the committee,
CLARK B. PARTRIDGE.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

R e s o l u t i o n s  m e m o r i a l i z i n g  c o n g r e s s  t o  a m e n d  t h e
FEDERAL BANKRUPTCY ACT SO AS TO RESERVE TO THE 
STATES AUTHORITY OVER THE SERVICE, OPERATION AND 
RATES OF RAILROADS REORGANIZED UNDER SAID ACT.

1 Whereas, A plan of reorganization of the New York,
2 New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company has
3 been consummated, which provides, among other
4 things, for the total abandonment, under certain con-
5 ditions, of passenger service on the former Old Colony
6 Division of said railroad serving southeastern Massa-
7 chusetts, thereby endangering the very livelihood and
8 existence of a large and important section pf this
9 commonwealth; and

10 Whereas, Said provisions in said plan were allegedly
11 authorized by section seventy-seven of the federal
12 bankruptcy act, in derogation of the right of the states
13 to regulate intrastate transportation facilities in the
14 interests of the travelling public; and
15 Whereas, There has been introduced into the Con-
16 gress of the United States H. R. 6012 which, if adopted,
17 would modify the legal effect of certain sections of
18 said bankruptcy act to reserve to the several states
19 their existing authority relating to service, operation
20 and rates of all railroads reorganized under said act;
21 therefore be it
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22 Resolved, That the general court of the common-
23 wealth of Massachusetts, while realizing that such ac-
24 tion cannot assist this commonwealth in its present
25 problems, hereby urges the Congress of the United
26 States to adopt legislation substantially similar to
27 H. R. 6012 now pending before it, amending the
28 bankruptcy act so that the approval of a plan of re-
29 organization of any railroad under said act shall not
30 affect the authority of any state or state regulatory
31 agency over the sendee, operation and rates of such
32 railroad; and be it further
33 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent
34 forthwith by the secretary of the commonwealth to the
35 President of the United States, to the presiding officer
36 of each branch of Congress, and to the members thereof
37 from this commonwealth.



¿i


