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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act establishing a minimum wage for employees

WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 151 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 432 of the
3 acts of 1947, is hereby amended by adding at the end
4 the following sentence: —  A wage of less than sixty-
5 five cents per hour, in any occupation other than
6 domestic service in the home of the employer or labor
7 on a farm, shall be conclusively presumed to be op-
8 pressive and unreasonable, unless the employer is a
9 religious, charitable or educational institution or

10 agency, or unless the minimum wage commission has
11 expressly approved the establishment and payment of
12 such wage or unless the employee is employed in a
13 business which operates on a basis determined by the
14 commissioner of labor and industries to be seasonal,
15 or is employed on work in the performance of which,
16 as determined by said commissioner, he customarily
17 receives gratuities; but in calculating the amount of
18 compensation paid to any person, the fair and reason-
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19 able value of shelter, food and other accommodations
20 furnished to him by his employer shall be considered.

1 Section 2. No wage rate in effect immediately
2 prior to the effective date of this act shall be reduced
3 to sixty-five cents per hour because of the passage of
4 this act.


